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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—FRUIT FOR JAM AND
CANNING.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Agriculture : 1, Has his attention been
drawn fo the article in the ‘‘Industrial Aus-
tralian and Mining Standard’’ of the 1st
instant, dealing with the decontrol of sugar
—showing the serious financial position of
the several jam and canning factories of
Australia and the serious position in which
the orchardists will be placed if the price
of sugar is not reduced to parity? 2, Does
he consider it advisable, in the interests of
the orchardists of this State, that the
establishment of jam and canning factories
should be encouraged? 3, Will he have an
inquiry made as to the prospects of the
orchardists of this State in their disposal of
the cnsuing season’s crop—with a view to
making any nccessary representations to the
Federal Government.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes; by the hon. member’s ques-
tion. The matter was thoroughly discussed
at the recent Australasian Conference of
Fruit Growers, and a resolution was passed
requesting the Commonwealth Government
to make Australian sugar available at
world’s parity. 2, Yes. 3, Yes.

QUESTION—S.8. “PENGUIN,”’
SALVAGE,

Hor. P. COLLIER asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What quantity and value of
fittings was salvaged from the s.g. ‘‘Pen-
guin’'? 2, Were any fittings and tackle
removed by unauothorised persons? 3, Were
such persons Government employecs? 4,
Are any of the persons concerned still in
Government employment? 5, Wbhat action,
if any, was taken in the matter?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Numerous fittings and gear were sal-
vaged, approximate value £2,000. 2, Yes;
several small things, but of no great value.
3, Yes. 4, Yes. 5, The persons concerned
were reprimanded.

QUESTION—-RATLWAY FARES,
BOULDER-BROWNHILL.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it the intention of the Com-
missioner of Railwavs to inerease the fares
on the Boulder-Browunhill loop line? 2, 1f
so, what is the reason for this section being
specially selected for inereases at the
present juncture?

The MINISTER FOR RATILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Fares have Dbeen increased from
the 12th inst. 2, Owing to the heavy losses
in the working of this line, and the faet
that when inercases were made in other
fares, the fares on this line were uot in-
creased.

QUESTION—POTATO CROP, LOSSES.

Mr. MONEY asked the Minister for Agri
culture: In view of the financial loss to the
potato growers and the State jn 1920, what
steps have the Agrienltural Departinent
taken to €onserve the November potato
ecrop this year to prevent similar losses
through over-production at that period?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The Director of Agriculture is at
present visiting, and conferring with potato
produeers in the South-West as to the most
practical method of conserving the approach-
ing season’s crap. A Jarge amonnt of storage
space will be available for producers this
vear at the Tremantle freezing works.
Experiments will be made by the Depart-
ment this year on a limited seale -in regard
to—(a) Mecthods of stacking. and tempera-
ture in cool storage; (b) By the process of
dchydration; (e} Any other method of
pregervation which may offer a solution of
the problem.

BILL—BUTLDING SOCTETTES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Teead a third time and transmitted to the
C'ouneil.

BILL—INSPRECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT.
Report Stage.
The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hen. T
Seaddan—Albany) [4.48]: T move—

That the report of the Committee he
adopted, .
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Mr. MeCALLUM
[4.49]:

That the Bill be recommiited for the
further consideration of Suabelause 6 of
Clanse 4.

Tnder the clanse, no machinery driven by a
motor of less than one horse-power will be
subjeet to inspection. The latest method of
driving machinery by electric current is to
have small separate motors for each machine.
Many of those motors are of less than one
Iorse-power, Undér the subelause, practie-
ally all the wmachinery in printing offices
wounld be exempt from the operations of the
measure. This applies with particular foree
to the more dangerous machines, such as the
platen machine, which has been the cause of
more accidents than any other machine in the
printing industry. They are driven by very
small motors attached direct to the machine,
without ghafts. The subelavse would exempt
all those from the operations of the Bill. I
desire to have those machines inciluded, even
though each machine be driven by a motor of
less than one horse-power.

{South  Fremantle)
I move an amendment—

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [4.40]: I
also wish to have the Bill recommitted, for
the purpose of further considering Clanse 153,
relating to female attendants in passenger
lifts.

Mr., SPEAKER: The member for South
Fremantle might inelude that elause in his
motion,

Mr. McCallum: Yes, I will do so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Beaddan—Albany) [4.41}: T ask the hon.
member not to press his  motion, be-
cause it will mean that we shall have
to take the- report stage to-morrow and
the third reading on Tuesday, and so
the Council will not get the Bill until
Wednesvday or Thursday. T have already ad-
vigsed the Minister in the Council that I de-
gire to make an amendment in the clause rc-
ferred to by the hon. member, the amendment
heing to add after the word ‘f“motor’’ in the
first line the words ‘“or motors,’’ and to
insert between ‘‘the’’ and ‘‘power’’ in the
next line the word ‘‘aggregate.”’ Under that
amendment, if there happen te be two or
more” machines exceeding in the aggregate
one horse power, au inspection will have to
be made. My amendment will fully meet the
hon. member’s point. As for the amendment
proposed by the member for West Perth, 1
am in aceord with her desire, and T ean ar-
range to have the amendment made in the
Couneil. But to save time I should like to
avoid the proposed recommittal.

Mr, AMecCallum: I will aecept the Min-
jster’s assurance and withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Question put and passed; report of Com-
mittee adopted.

-
-
-1

BILL-—-HOSPITALS.

Introdueed by the Colonial Secretary and
read a first time.

RETURK—RAILWAYS CONSTRUCTED,
COST, ETC.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [446]: 1

move—

That there he laid wpon the Table of
the House a return showing the cost of
construction of ench railway throughout
the State and the profit or loss, as the case
may be, of cach branch during the past
three )E"I.I'S

At the present time no one seems ko know
which lines are paying and which are not. I
think we have a right to some information
on this point, The other night the Minister
for Railways pointed ont that there were
certain railways which it would be well to
remove from their present situation and re-
place by a system of motor transport, T was
glad to hear him make that statement, be-
canse that is the principal ohject I have in
view in moving this motion. There are a
number of railways which people say do not
pay, and it would set at rest the minds of
the community if a return of this deserip-
tion were made publie. Certainly, the publi-
cution of such information couid do no harm,
It might be better to remove some of the
cxisting lines and use them for development
work in other parts of the country. T am
asking for a return for n peried of three
years only, in order that it might not be
opposed on the ground of expense, as it might
be if I asked for figures cxtending over a
longer period. 1 trust that the Minister will
take this point into consideration, The
motor service would be infinitely better for
the school ehildven, especially for those who
have to be transported to the more or less
consolidated schools which it is proposed to
have to a great extent in future. If we can
save in one direction a3 well as in the other
dirgetion, surely it is a matter worthy of
consideration,
L ]

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon J.
Scaddan—Albany) [4.49]: May I suggest to
the hon, member that if the motion was
amecnded somewhat, she would prebably get
the information she desires and informa-
tion which would be useful to members
of the House generally. It is impraectic-
able and I might say impossible to give
effect to the motion as submitted, We
cannot provide this information bhecause
we do not keep sectional returns of the
profit and loss on the railway system.
We abandoned this practiee some years ago.
What we could supply is information show-
ing the capital cost of each railway. After

-all, the cost of constrnetion might be mis-

leading, because some of the lines were laid
down as light lines and afterwards improved
al a very heavy capital cost. Therefore, the
capital cost and not the cost of construetion
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should be shown. Also the lon. member
should ask that the return show the freight
earned and the passengers carricd during the
three years, which information we eould
supply. If she will also insert the words *‘if
practicable,? T shall have no objection to the
motion. Otherwise, it would be futile to
carry the wotion as worded. T cannot give
an assuranee that it is possible to show the
profit and loss on each hranch, because we
o not keep sectionnl returns.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If you did, we would
have cheaper rates hetween Perth and Fre-
nuntle.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the member for
West Perth ask for leave to amend her
motion accordingly?

Mrs. Cowan: If I cannot get anything
better, T am prepared to accept the Min-
ister’s snggestion. ;

Mr. J. Thomson: I think it will be throw-
ing money away to get out such a return.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion will then
read—

That there be laid upon the Table of the
House a return showing the capital cost of
each railway throughout the State and, if
practieable, the freight earned and the pas-
sengers earried on each branch during the
past three years.

Hon. P. Collier rose.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ts the hon. member for
Boulder opposing the leave to amend?

Hon. P. Collier: VYes. :

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the motion he amended?

Hon. P. Collier: No,

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the original motion
nmust stand.

Mr, J. THOMSON (Claremont) [4.56]: T
think the member for West Perth might havo
brought forward something which we conld
support. The preparation of this return will
have the effect of bringing the deficit up a
few hundred pounds higher than it is to-day.
The return will he of no henefit to anybody,
and therefore I oppose the motion.

»

Hon, P. COLLTIER (Boulder) [457]:T

_oppose the motion, not because T desire to
prevent the member for West Perth from ob-
taining the mformation which she desires,
but on the ground advanced by the Minister
for Railways. Tt is not only impracticable
but impnssible to sapply the information
asked for, Seecing that separate aceounts of
the profit and loss on the different sections of
our railwavs are not kept, it wonld be nseless
for the House to carry the wmotion. The
Railway Department has not the information,
and it would be unable to comply with the
resolution,

Mrs, Cowan: The department must have
some information er the Minister for Rail-
ways could not have given us the partieulars
he did the other night with regard to branch
railways when he said that he thought a
system of motor traction shouwld be adopted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: I can give par-
ticulars of the freights earned and the pas-
sengers earried.

Hon. P. COLLIER : The Minister did
not give any information as to the profit and
loss; he gave particulars of the passengers
carried and of the tonnage carried. He couldl
not give information regarding the loss. It
is of no usc the House carrying a motion
which it wonld be impossible for the depart-
went to comply with. Tf the department
made an attempt to supply the information,
it would of necossity be incomplete. Tt is
very widesirable that the House should eall
for any return which would resnlt in the
supplying of information which was not
correct, heeause sueh information would mis-
lead the members of this JTouse aund fhe
public  generally.  Whatever we do  in
ounr desire to obtain the fullest informa-
tion, we should at least always be sure
that the information given to the public
through this Chamber is correet and reliable.
This ought not to be the channel for im-
parting information te the public which is
not dependable. The hon, member can
easily ascertain the capital ecost of the rail-
ways from the public accounts issmed each
year, as well as the capital cost of all public
work carried out in the State.

Mrs. Cowan: I want to know which
branches of the railway service are paying,
and which are losing.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I gather ihat the
hon. member is not so anxious to ascertain
the capital cost of the railwuys as she is to
find out the profit or loss on the different
scetions. Ewer since T have heen 2 member
similar motions have been bronght forward,
all having been opposed by the Minister
for Railways on the ground that the in-
formation could not be supplied by the
Department, T agree that it would he in-
formative to the publie to know what loss
has been incurred on the different sections
of railways. SBuch scctions as the Phillips
River-Ravensthorpe railway, nnd the Murble
Bar railway, neither of which is connected
with the maia system, show the profit and
loss.

Mr.
tised,

Hon. P, COLLIER: The loss incurred om
these two isolated rallways used to appear
in the annual report of the Commissioner.
Tt wounld be difficult for the Department to
keep such figures as are suggested by the
motion, even if it were desired to do so. Tt
would alse he diffienlt to estimate the loss
upen one section of the railways, or to esti-
mate the profit from goods in transit from
one section te another. Tt would be almost
impossible with any degree of accuracy to
estimate the cost of transport of goods
while they were passing from one section to
another. The branch lines in agricultural
districts may show a loss on the year’s
operations, but were it not for these branch
lines, there wonld not be the same amount
of traffic over the main lines. It would,

Uuderwood: They used to he adver-
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therefore, be misleading to show that
bianch lines had made a loss when they
have bgen used as feeders for the main
lines. The system in this respect is %o
involved that it is impossible to get any
reliable return from the Department, and
on that ground alene I must oppose the
motion.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [57]: I
hope the motion will he earried in an
amended form. T have held for some time
that we should have more information than
is sunplied by the Commissioner. We ocea-
sionally get some plain, bald statement, but
I am not prepared to accept such statements
for my part. If we could get the figures
dissected we should probably find that the
metropolitan-suburban trafic had shown a
considerable profit; but that is always
denied. The Minister has offered to obtain
the fullest inforination possible under the
present system of book-keeping in the
Railway Department, and to meet that case
I move an amendmant—

That after the word *fthe’’ at the end
of the sezond line the word '‘eapital’’ be
inserted, that in the third line the words
‘“eonstruction of’’ be struck out, and
that after ‘“State’” in the fourth line the
words ‘¢if practicable the freights earned
and passengers carried’’ be inserted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [35.9]: Just outside this Chamber
there are seores of hooks which show the
capital eost of our railways., We get three
or four volemes every year containing this
information. There is no nceessity, there-
fore, to go to the trouble of getting that
from any other source, unless we are too lazy
to obtain the information for ourselves. If
we are too lazy, we should employ someone
clre to get it for us.

. The Minister for Mines:
is also on the Table.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The information
reauired is forthcoming even to the end of
June last. We have repeatedly been told
that it is impossible for the Railway Depart-
ment to supply the information asked for in
the motion. Tt cannot be shown which lines
are raying and which do not pav, the only
exreption heing the isolated railways already
refaered fo. T would point ent that the main
lires are made to pav because of the traffic
that orenrg on the hranch lines. 1f it were
not far the brauch lines they would not pay.
It it were rossible to obtain from such a re-
tern as has been sugrested the exact position
of orr railways I would not oppose the mo-
tion, hnt to put & number of officers on fo do
thie= work, and place information before the
Houer which wovld not even then givesus a
correet statement of the position, would be 2
waste of time, and it is better that we should
he without it. TIf the Minister intends to
arranwe for a different system of hook-
keeing—— .

The information
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The Minister for Mines: That is why I
suggestad the words ‘‘if practicable.’’

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: The present sys-
tem wonld not permit of the information be-
ing given. '

Tho Minister for Mines: The department
would have to keep a catalogue of every par-
cel that was handled.

Hon. P. Collier:
over “every scction.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The return would
be quite useless, and I must vote against the
motion,

And allocate the goods

Hon. P. COLLIER (RBoulder—on amend-
ment) [5.12]: I hope the House will not
carry the motion in its amended form. It is
no use spending time in disenssing a motion
which it is known cannot lead to the informa-
tion required being given to us. On the desk
of ‘every hon. member is an interim report
from ‘the Railway Department showing the
capital cost of the whole of the railways in
the State.

Mr, Pickering: And the cost per mile.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. If any
hon, member wishes to ascertain the cost of
cach section he can do so from the public
accounts.

Mrs. Cowan: There would be no c¢ost at-
tached to getting that information.

Hen. P, COLLIER: Some elerk
have to be employed to get it out.

Mr. Underwood: He would have nothing
else to do.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I refuse to believe
that there are men in the Railway Depart-
ment who have so little to do that they can
spend their time in supplying information to
members who are too Iazy to get it for them-
selves.

Mrs. Cowan: T object to that.
moved a motion for this return.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! T3 the hon. mem-
ker rising to a noint of order?

Hon. P. COLLLIER: T was referring to the
hon. member who moved the amendment. He
is old enough to know hetter.

Mrs. Cowan: I do not think he is oo lazy.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T do not accuse the
hen. member at all. The member for Piibara
moves an amendment without giving any rea-
son for doing so, whereas his experience
should show him that it would merely mean
placing work on the shoulders of the devart-
ment when it is not warranted. What is the
use of pursving a matter which cannot come
to anything? In order to get out the in-
formation, officers of the department would
be specially employed throughout the year,
and perhaps hundreds of ofhers would hava
to be brought in to complete the business.

would

I have

The MINISTER TOR MINES (Hon.
. Scaddan— Alhany}—on amendment {5.151:
T have tried to make the House understand
that it is not possible, or at all events not
practicable, to supply the information in the
form set forth by the motion, We cannot
tabulate profit and loss on the various see-
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tions of our railway system. However, 1
have no objection to the amendment, which
asks for the capital cost—that information
being available. As regards the remainder
of the motion, I desire the insertion of the
words ‘‘if practicable’’ because T do net
wish to be instrueted by the- Chamber to
furnish information which eannot be ob-
tained. I really snggested the amendment
out of the goodnress of my heart, out of a
desire that the member for West Perth should
carry the first motion that she moves in this
Chamber. Very frequently a Minister, when
oppoging a motion of this character, is ae-
eused of opposing it not hecause the informa-
tion cannot be supplied, but because he wants
to prevent hon. members from secuaring in-
formation. The imgertion of the words ¢fif
practicable’’ would prevent the possibility of
my being charged, towards the end of the
sesgion, with refusing te supply information
ordered by the Chamber. The insertion of
these words would prevent my being placed
in a false position; I have no desire to be
accused of refusing to furnish information
that has been ordered.

Mrs. Cowan: That is a good answer; but
the information should be available.

Amendment put and negatived.
Question put and negatived.

ER

RETURN—FORESTS DEPART-
MENTS, STATISTICS.

Mr. PICKERING Sussex) [519]: 1

move-—

That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing: 1, The revenue de-
rived from forestry in Western Australia
during 1920-1921, and the expenditure. 2,

The revenne and cxpenditure for the same
period in the States of New South Wales,
Victoria, Tasmania, Queensland, and Sounth
Australin. 3, The amount of timber cut in
Western  Australia during 1913, and ex-
ported, the value of that timber, and the
revenue derived therefrom, 4, The figures,
on similar lines, for the year 1920-1931,
5, The value of sleepers exported in the
year 1920-21, and the quantity. 6, The
royalty collected by the Forests Depart-
ment  from—(a) Millars’ Timber and
Trading Company, Limited; (b) permit
holders. 7, The average price paid to
private owners as royalty for sleepers.

A week or two ago I submifted a scries of
questions asking for the information em-
braced in this motion. T very mmeh desired
that the questions should he answered at the
time, but I was notified that the informa-
tion mnst be asked for by way of motion for
o return. Personally, T fail to see the justifi-
cation for such an attitude, because the ques-
tions were simple, and most of the informa-
tion, I understand, can be furnished at very
little cost and with very little Iabour.

The Minister for Mines: Yon asked for
information concerning the Forests Depart-

[ASSEMBLY.)

ments of all the other States; you can get
that information just as well as 1 ecan,

Hon. P. Collier: That is not a responsi-
bility of the Govermment.

The Minister for Mines: XNo.

Mr. PICKERING: Nevertheless, the in-
formation might have been in tho pessesion
of the department controlled by the Minis-
ter. At all events, I desired the information
in order that we might he enabled to decide
whelher the amount heing expended on
forestry in Western Anstralia was or was not
greater than the amounts expended on that
purpose in the other States. The informa-
tion can be obtained, and I hope the House
will earry my motion., The revemne derived
from forestry in this State during the year
1920-21, and the expenditnre for the same
year, must be available in the annual report
of our Forests Department, which is laid on
the Table of this House. I ask for the quan-
tity of timber cut in 1913, and the quantity
&xported, and the value of that timber, and
the revenue derived by the State therefrom,
becanse I want to draw a comparison be-
tween that year, being the apex year prior
to the initiation of a forest poliey in this
State, and the year 1920-21, so that the
House may have an idea of what has re-
sulted in the interim. T think it will be
agreed that snch information is of import-
ance to hon. members. T ask for the quan-
tity and the value of the slecper export
for 1920-21, because our timber is exported
mainly in the form of sleepers, whieh repre-
sent some of our most valugble timber in
the least advantageous form. Tt seems im-
possible to ascertain the value of the sleeper
export, All the information that the Cus-
toms Department ean supply is that the value
ranges hetween £4 10s. and £8 per load, Now,
T nnderstand that the priee paid for sleepers
deitvered at the railway siding iz about £8
10s. per load. Thus it would seem that some
wrong valnes have hbeen furnished to the
Customs Department regarding export timber.
T do not think any timber leaving this State
to-dav goes at a price of £4 10s. per load, Tt
i3 wnfair that the Customs Depariment should
be furnished with statements which are not
a true reflex of the export value of our tim-
ber. Then T want to know the amount of
royaity colleeted by the Forests Department
from Millars’ Timber and Trading Co., Ltd.,
on the ong hand and from permit holders
on the other. Of neecssity, the whole trend
of our forestry policy depends very largely
on the amount of royalty paid to the depart-
ment by those operating in the industry. It
has been sugpested, in this connection, that
the amount paid in rovalty by certain com-
panies is in excess of the value of the tim-
ber, and that therefore the present position
is unjust to them, more especially when, com-
paratively, so little is paid by Millars’ Co. in
the shape of rents. T am of opinion that a
considerably larger amoont would be col-
lected in royalties if all the timber leases
and conccssions in the State were placed on
the same basis. T am satisfied that on the
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whole the amount c¢ollected by the Forests
Department in the forin of royalty is much
below the actual value of the timber, In these
parlous times, when the State is econfronted
by such serious financial diflicultics, every
possible avenune should be exploited in the
collection of revenue to which the State is
justly entitled. T understand that in no in-
stance where royalty is paid to a private
person, s the rate so low as that received
by the Conservator of Forests, If that is eor-
reet, there is ample justification for an in-
vestigation of the position. T hepe, there-
fore, that the Minister will agree to the
furuishing of the information. If we are to
make a suecess of our forestry policy, the
netivities of the Forests Department must be
placed uwpon an adequate footing. A con-
siderable amount of money mnst nceessarily
e spent in the eareving out of the ohlign-

tions bmposed hy the Forests Aet, and in the *

exceution of the. working plans submitted ro
Parlinment by the Conservator, T am con-
vinced that if the finunces of the IPorests
Pepartment are placed on o proper hasis, tho
resultant employment in the development of
our forest areas will go far towards increas-
ing the acttlement of our country distriets
and towards affording work to the large
number of alleged unemployed.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Three-fifths of the re-
venue colleeted by the Forests Department
is being spent on the forests now.

My, PICKERING: "hat may be so; but
in some Australasian States the whole of the
revenue derived by the Government from the
forests is spent on the forests. If we are
furnished with the figures of the other
Siates in this regard, it will be seen, [
think, that most of these States spend =«
larger amount on forestry polier than West-
ern Australia does, When it is suggested
that Western Australia should reduce the
amount spent on forestry—-——

‘Mr. O’Loghlen: Has anyone suggested
that?

Mr. PICKERING: The Premier has sug-
gosted it. At all cvents, the hon. gentleman
snggested that too mueh was being spent
on forestry.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Tt all depends on whether
the mouney is being spent wisely,

Mr, PICKERING: The hon. member was
not here when the Premier spoke, and I can-
not vead the Premicr’s speech to him, I
would strongly advocate that as much money
as practicable shoulil be spent in the diree-
tion indicated, and that is the reasen why I
ask for information on the subject. If we
were to establish the developuwent of our
forestty poliey on sound lines, we would
afford considerable employment to those of
our new settlers whom we are cndeavouring
to place in the South-West. TFor eertain
periods of the year it is difficult for those
ucw scttlers te employ their time profitably,
Now, in all other parts of the world where a
sound forestry policy is being carried ont,
considerable emplovment is afforded to the
peasantry by that poliey during seasons when

' assist in
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they could not otherwise be profitably em-
ployed. That faet has heen demonstrated
very clearly. Therefore I hold that cein-

 cidentally with our policy of settling the

South-West should run a fixed and deter-
minate poliey of developing the forestry in-
dustry. The labour in that industry is not
so arduous that very many men could not
engnge in it. T trost, therefore, that homn.
netnbers of the Opposition, who are anxious
thit the unemployed difficulty should be ve-
lieved as far as possible, will recognise that
in earrying my motion they will be assisting
to obtain information which will tend to
the solution of the unemployed
problem.  When I hear members condemn the
practice ol the present Conservator in pro-
viding roads and other facilities in the
forests, I am reminded of the faet that in
all T have read on the subjeet of forestry it
is consistently advocated that roads and
other facilities of that nature showld be pro-
vided in forests. The working plans of
the Conservator lhave, it i3 true, to he sub-
mitted to Parliament for approval; but this
SBtate pays a large salary to the Conservator
for the specific purpose that he shall give us
the bencfit of his knowledge of the snbjeet
which he has made his speciality.

Hon. P. Collier: Are we all getting the
benefit of that knowledge eqnally, thougzh;
or is it the exclusive privilege of somne
people?

Mr, PICKERING: The only knowledge
that T liave gained in this connection is
knowledge that T have had to seek for my-
self. Nothwithstanding what the Minister
for Mines said in reply to the member for
West Perth (Mrs, Cowan) on the 1ast motion,
the fact remains that it iz ondy with the
uimost diffienlty we can get information from
any Minister.

The Minister for Mines: You have never
asked me for this information.

Mr. PICKERING: I hesitate to ask the
Minister controlling the Forests Department
any. questions because I fear his evasive re-
plies will discourage me oo mueh.

The Minister for Mines: I do not want to
check you.

AMr, PICKERING. T hope the Minister will
agree to furnish this information, T feel
sure he has the information ready to place

upon the Table of the House. Tn the cir-
caomatances T do not desire to labour the
question.

Mr. O’LOGIHLEN (Forrest) [5.32]: T

anticipate that there will not be much diffi-
eulty in providing the member for Sussex
(Mvr. Pickering) with the information he re-
quires wnder most of the headings embodied
in the return he is asking for, and partien-
Jarly .regarding three of the items. There
will probably he a little diffieulty in getting
information dealing with the value and quan-
tity of slecpers exported during the year
1920-21. Therc will possibly be that diffi-
culty hecnuse the State is a big trader com-
peting with other firms in the timber indus-
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try.  Naturally, both the State and the pri-
vate traders will be reluctant to give the ex-
port values of timber sent out of the country.
I do not know whether the Minister, if he
aprees fto the proposition, will suggest the
addition of the words ‘*if practieable.’””  The
moving of this motion affords me an oppor-
tunity to clear wp any doubt revarding my
attitude an the question of royalties, I do
not know swhether the member for Sussex is
wearing out hiz welesine as a mover of mo-
tions, judging by the faet that this motion
was not seeondwl promyptly from his side of
the Houset ‘The information he seeks, how-
ever, provided it is procured, will be a valo-
able pguide to the proposed eommittee which
he desires to investicate every phase of for-
estry management.

The Minister for Mines:
committee get this

Could not that
information equally as

well?
Mr. O'LOGITLEXN: Yes; probably ane
motion would have sufficed. At the same

time we may not reach the other proposal
again, ns it is well down on the Notice Paper.

The Minister for Mines: You will reach it
all right.

AMr. O’LOGHLEN: The ilea of the memn-
bher for Sussex is to get informnation to but-
tress the poliey of the Conservator of Torests,
particularly during recent weeks. 1 will deal
with that later as I proceed with my remarks.
T hope that whatever inquiry is instituted, it
will not be n restricted one, but that it will be
an inquiry inte the whole ramifications of the
Forests Department, not only into the ques-
tion of the extenston of leases, in which the
royalty aspeet is hound up, but into the fixa-
tion of rovalty eovering the whoele State dur-
ing the different periods of the permits, which
have heen extended. T hope the committee
will inquire into the huge expenditure which,
wisely or otherwise, has heen dishursed by the
Forests Department, | have letters question-
ing the expenditine that has been going on
anid jndieating that it bas involved a faolish
waste of money. ! desire that any inquiry
which 1s muade shoold go into the question of
the establishrient of the tvart mill at a large
cost by the departvent. The construetion of
the Mundaring-road has come up for discus-
sion at different times. That reail has been
adversely eriticised, anmd, although the mem-
her for Sussex may say that expensive and
extenszive roads gre neeessary for the ferther-
ance of forest culture, there are practien)
men Who say that a huge amount of money
has heen wasted on the Mundaring-rond.
That applies to the Sawyer's Valley-road
firebreak as well. Tt would he as well for
the inquiry to be extended to deal with the
effect of regmlations imposed by the depart-
ment,  After all, while T may be prompted
ta support in every possible direction publie
offteials who feel ohliged to take a strong
standl from time to time, we must consider
that bnsinesses have to be earried on, that
workers are obliged to earn their bread and
butter, and so on. T will demonstrate how
some of the foolish regnlations of the Tor-
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ests Department have had a hampering effect
not oniy upon one aspect of the timber indus-
tey but npon the whole of that industry.

Mr. Money: Are not the regulations
framed by the Conservator of Forests?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Of course ther are
framed by the (‘onservator. The original pro-
posal for the extension of leases lefl no doubt
about the opinion of Parlinment. [ have a
very strong iden that the Conservator of For-
ests framed the Bill which was presented to
members oun that oceasion, or at least played
a very pronounced part in the measure which
was introduced by the ex-Attorney General.
The whole of his speech on that eccasion, ex-
tending over nearly three hours, was read by
the ex-Attorney General. Tt was not his
practice  to rvead his speeehes. T think
the Conservator was lacking at  that time
in not making some more definite provi-
sion governing the extensions of leases, The
orivinal propesal was to extend them npot in
aecordance with any preseribed royalty, hut
ou a rental basis.  The fact that the State
revenue aspeet was improved compared with
the proposal under the original scheme, was
largrely due to the T.eader of the Opposition,
There is no doubt ahout that peint. Parlia-
inent. at the time intended te take into con-
gideration the period some of the companies
had had ta close down their mills, the entire
ahsence of transport or any market, due teo
the war conditions, and that there should be
an extension of the leases becanse of those
disahilities. T believe now that the time has
arrived when we are ontitled to review the
position.  Whatever board or committee of
inquiry is appointed, T believe that the posi-
tion sheuld be reviewed from the standpoint
that the position has changed and Parlizment
is justified in authorising a review of the
whole question. 1 am aware that in any
British community contraets are regarded as
sacred.  Tn Western Australin in the carly
days there were some people who took up
Inrge areax of land and they were entitled to
believe that, provided they earried out their
contract, no radieal alteration would be made
affecting their finaneial position to any ex-
tent.  Similarly, people took up land. whieh
ineluded some of the finest arens in the State,
and seenwred it at a peppercorn remtal.  Later
on the ecovomiv position vhianged; there were
men who were land hungry awd the demanid
went forth that these people with the large
loldings should disgorge or utilise their land,
Aeonin, men ererted ecowlensers in different
parts of the State. Subsequently it was
weeessary to lax down water mains past their
holdings, with the vesult that the living of
the men with the condensers was gone, and
their assets and investments went for nanght.
Any commiftee of inquiry should give con-
sideration to the position of the timber trade
since  the passing of the Aet and the
effect it has had upon that trade, The eMeet
is seen to-day when timber has inereased
in price, and there is something in the uature
of a timber haom. Those companies that
have henefited by the generous measure
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passed by Parliament, have been able to
reap a much larger revenue than they anti-
cipated, T have figures giving the increased
prices of timber in the variows grades and
these shows that timber is 115 per cent.
dearcr to-day than it was in earlier times.
The committee of inquiry shoutd make some
alloeation wheroby people who get the bene-
fit from the extension of these leases, shall
contribute something more to the revenue
than they are deing to-day. Thnt is only n
fair proposition,

The Minister for Mines: That is the po-
sition under the cxtensions which have been
granted. They have been granted subject to
the preseribed royalty, and that royalty can
Tie varied.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: The position to-day is
intolerable.  Either Millars” roralty must go
up or their competitors must go down, 1
can yuote other firms, but it is foolish to say
that Millars" would sorrender their leases
toeday if thev did not know what the royalty
in the future is to be.  To-day there is an
clement of uncertainty which would drive any
firm into the bhankruptey court unless they
vl o guarantee that the royalty would be
fixed o a uniform bagis and =ome idea of
what that rovalty would be. Tt appears to
me that the Conscrvator of Forests, not be-
ing able to get a concessionaire, vented
hiz spleen and spite on those he could got at.
There is the ease of Bunning Rros, That
firm is operating in poor country compared
with that held by Millars’, Bunning Bros.
are operating away from the trunk line. They
did not get in on the ground floor, so to
speak,  They hal a mill at Noggerup, which
had to be closed down during the war. They
had another mill whieh, however, was burnt
down,  Owing to the searcity of materinl,
thev had to ro-erect their mill. They dis.
mantled the Npgeerup mill and transported
their machinery, rails and so on, to the other
site. They were obliged to start this mill
after the war. The firm spent £11,000 in
cyuipping the mill anl they finished the task
on the 20th Januwary. On the 30th January
their time expired and on the 1st February
an inerease in the royalty was impesed, rais-
ing it from 2s, to fis. per load. To-dax thero
are firms that are having a pretty hard time.
T Ao not refer to Millars?, because they are
in a botter position to some extent.  The
firm=z T refer to never know where they are
from one year's end to another, The parti-
calar firm 1 have referred to, however, have
not been ahle to get the term of their
permit extended. Other fiems, ineluding Treed
1.itd., the Wilgarup AMills, and Whittaker's
have reecived an extension of their permits
for a period of 10 years in aceordanee with
the law.  The Conservator, hewever, is a
iaw unto himself and has extended some per-
mits from year to vear.

The Minister for Mines: Scme of the ex-
tensions were granted before the passing of
the Aet.

Mr. O’LOGHLEX :
that phase.

I have looked into
Sonie were aund some were

not. Suppose we did not extend the leases,
have we prepared for the eonsequent altera-
tions? Millars’ have to cut out and some of
their areas are not capable of being cut out in
the time their leases have to run. By pat-
ting on double shifts, of course, they can
tear through the forests. If this is the po-
sition, where is the cstimate of royalty, fur-
nished by the -Conservator of Forests, to
come from? Rightly or wrongly, T believe
that the Conservator’s statement. in which
he furnished an cstimate indieating that the
receipts wonuld amount to over two million
pounds, i3 mere moonshine. T do not see how
it is possible for the Conservator to give an
estimate of royalties to be received in the
future, when we have regard to the cut out
country, with its heart torn out by firms an-
xious to rush the business through and mnke
the break-up value of their plant as favour-
able as possible, With these conditions, how
ean he get any sueh rvevenwe? If he has
based his estimates on the present abnorinal
prices, T think he is wrong. Timber is hard
to bux to-day and it has risen to an extor-
tionate priece. There i3 a shortage in every
locality.

Mr, Pickering:
lika wheat. .

My, O'LOGHLEN: Not to the same extent
but at the same time it would be foolish to
antieipate that the price of wheat will remain
at 9s. per bushel for the next decade. Re-
garding the timber trade, however, the po-
sition to-day is that South Afrien has booked
up every transport available till next Marel.
There are people who anticipate that after
March there will be a slump, I hope their
fears will not be realised. Tf the Conscrvutor
has taken as his basis the present royalty
paid Iy private owners, [ eontend he
has put forward a misleading statement.
'The member for Sussex is getting in royalty
21s. a load, and to get that in abnormal
times for sleepers, men have taken out the
best sleepers where perhaps it wounld not
pay to put up a sawmill to operate the re-
ainder of the timber. The position is that
Mr. Lane-Poole on the one lhiand is collect-
ing the highest royalty ever secured from
sleepers, and on the other hand he iz de-
claring that timber cutters shall not exist.
He says that the sleeper cutter iz not an
economie factor in produetion, Either one
is right or one is wrong. Me pgoes to the
other extreme with this abnormal revenue
of two milliong, which I do not think lie can
secure, and certainly not under the condi-
tions operating to-day.

Mr. Pickering: What wag the
prior to the war?

Mr, OTOGHLEN : Tt varied consider-
ably. Tnstead of £1 1s. a load, it may have
been 25, 38, or 7s. The position as it
appears to me is that Millara’ have intim-
ated their desire to keep on in business and
have therefore taken the extension, If it is
desirous that Millars’ should end up at the
time their lease cxpires, well and good.
Under the present system of lease, one firm

Yon cannot get it back

royalty



754

is as good as another to earry on operations
in Western Australia. I have pointed out
that the revenme the Conservator proposes
to get is in my opinion absolutely mislead-
ing. When the bon. member spoke on his
motion I was just out of cne hospital where
I had been for eight or 10 days, and I ean
assure him that I have not bad my facts
from the Conservator, In faet, T am not at
the Conservator’s headquarters and I have
not been fed by any material from that
source, I am using merelv a little common
sense and what facts I am in possession of
from my kunowledge of the district, to con-
vey to hon. members that in my opinion
the estimate of the Counservator is mislead-
ing aud asiray. He has put it up at a time
when rates are paid to private owners on
rush business, and a2t a time when the timber
industry is most prosperous, and he has
given us those figures to cover a sireteh of
Years when not one of us can visanlise the
future. It strikes me that the Conservator
has a peenliar kink in some directions, that
he has a hankering for vevenue. Ife is cer-
tainly getting a magnificent revenue at the
present time, but he is also spending 2 large
amount of money, and his one idea—it may
be good if we can aflord it—is posterity,
I would Iike to do a lot for the future, but
whilst we have to earty on production in
Western Auwstralia at the present time, it
would be wrong to adopt his policy to kill
the business and say we have to think of
the future. I believe we should go on pro-
duding.

Mr. Piekering: No matter at what cost.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member has
made a ridiculous interjection. No member
in this House ean say that the Conservator
has not very extended poewer. He has more
power than any other public servant. e
has a seven vears’ engagement, and receives
over £1,000 n year. He has to work under
an Act for the framing of which he himselt
was very largely vesponsible. How, there-
fore, can it be said that the Conservator is
beivg erucified? Out of 30 applieants for
the position which was given to Mr. Lane-
FPaole, there might have hecn others who
wounld not have perpetrated some of the
foolish regulations he has framed fo apply
to the South-West. Ilis desire is for
revenue. Certainly the poliey of submitting
all permits to public tender wus the right
onc¢ to adopt, and it is one that will stand
on its merits. But it appears to me that the
Conservator is very anxious to get this big
revonue, for the more he gets the more he
will have to spend. His latest proposal T
understand is to charge emploeyees 103, a
year for the firewood which they consume.
In the Mundaring district the firewood
areas were submitied to public tender, and
I have a list in my possession which shows
that the allocation of the blocks was unfair
and that the penalising provisions which
were applied were altogether cxcessive and
irksome. It has been pointed out to me
that in the hill country therc are a lot of

.Canning
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people who are struggling. They have their
herses idle and they must feed those horses,
and therefore, scek areas in which to opee-
ate. I remember in the early days when
eight or 10 of us lads were at home, my
father often took up contracts at an unpay-
able price solely to keep the plant going.
Here, owing to the royalty rate imposed by
AMr. Lane-Poole in these areas to whieh [
have referred, the men are obliged to pay
more than what is a fair thing for the
lumber on the ground, to remove which is
i good thing, We hear a good deal about
the grent fight this officer put up aganinst a
wealthy combine, Tt would need an inguiry
to ascertain whether the negotiations the
Conservator enfered inte with these people
in London were of a frienaly character or
otherwise. I know this, however, that prior
to his going to Lendon that firm gave him
a supper and they sent hiim off hoping that
e would be happy ever afterwards. Some-
thiung, however, has happened. I am not
concerned at all as to Millars’ attitude or
the difference they may have had with the
Conservator. 1 am only concerned in seeing
that the State gets the revenue to which ir
is entitied. T wont to know whether My,
Lane-Poole after taking Millars’ before Mr.
at the AMidland Junetton court,
where the decision was @iven against him,
sought the permission of the Minister to
tnke the ease on to a higher court. The
gquestion was whether Millars’ concessions
were subject to the regulations under the
Forests Act,

AMr. Pickering: The file seis it out clearly.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: The file sets ont that
the matter went before the Solicitor Gen-
ceral who said that the Act did not over-
ride the conditions laid down in the original
grant. [ believe the Premier is wrong in
saying that Mr, Lanc-Poole ean enforee the
regulations ou the concession. That is a

Clegal matter and T am not competent to

discuss it. The fact remains that Mr. Tane-
Toole was beaten at the Midland Junetion
eourt, and after that, the matter seemed fo
have died. Was any further attempt
made io determine whether Mr, Lane-Toale
was or was not on sound ground ? It
appears to me that the present position
is intolerable. Either the Conservator
must go, or the Minister controlling the
department must ge. 1f it comes o
that, I think I ean guess who will go.
T have no desire that the Censervator shouldd
leave beeanse the position happens to be in-
tolerahle. [ want the position defined, =o
that not only will the State know what
revenue it is to get, but that it will alse sec
that it is wisely expended, and, further, that
the firms operating in Western Australia will
Lhave sonie safeguard and know that they will
be able to operate on a fixed royalty instead
of having surprises sprung on them. T want
to deal with some of the regulationa that
have been amended by this apostle of fores-
try who is going to reform Western Awns-
tralia. T only wish to do so in order io
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demonstrate that he has failed to acquire the
necessary knowledge since he came here. 1
have the utmost admiration for his scientific
attainments; I am aware that he has a high
standing as a forester and that those attain-

ments wounld be availed of to a greater
extent 1in other parts of the world
than in  Western Australia.  There, haw-
ever, fthey have a  different type of
timber to deal with, Nature has nnt
Iseen  so  lavish  with  her gifts  clse-
where as she has in Western Australia. The

Since Mr.

position here is entirely difflerent.
lane-Poole came here he has carried on a
very cxtensive department. 1 think he has
a good staff of officers around him, and I
admit that he has done fair work, but the
regnlations he has drafted from time to time
have heen such as to make anyone look
foolish, and they are regulations that no
school hoy prossessing loeal knowledge, would
ever dream of putting up. First of all, there
is the regulation dealing with the stacking of
tree tops, That was abandoned at an early
stage because it was found to be impractie-
able. Then there was the desire to wipe out
altogethier the hewer, and in regard to that T
am glad that this Xouse did not agree with
the Cosservator. T am not going to admit
that the hewer is not wasteful in his methods
at times, but I can prove that the milling
method is alse wasteful, particularly at those
niills which are far removed from the metro-
polis, and where small timber cannot be
marketed.  The figures from ke well equipped
Torests Departments in the Eastern States
ghow that in Vietoria {heve are 530 hewers,
in New South Wales theve are over 400 and
that there is a similar number operating in
Queensland.  The Conservators in  those
States regard the sleeper cutter as an econ-
omie factor in forest produetion. He iz able
to get matured timber which otherwise would
have to rot. Liet me give an instance. The
Conservator had a request put to him by the
Kauri Timber Company operating on an area
of country near Nannup. There were 16 men
at Nonnnp, nmostly returned soldiers, who ve-
quired work., They had homes in the town
and they were offered this picee of country
by the company to work on. The railway
line was being pulled up and it was not in-
tended to put it dewn again. They put ap 3
proposition to the Conservator but he replied
that the line would have to come up. I
interviewed him on the subjoct, and his reply
was ‘‘Tt does not matter, we shall get that
timber in 50 years timo.’’ But it was
material that would have rotted and wasted
and would have been of no value at all in
that time. I said ““You as a public officer
have no right to Dbring stagnation to this
littlte township of Nannup, which is depend-
ent on the efforts of its citizens, 16 of whom
are now requiring employment.?’ He was ada-
mant. He said, *“They will have to go some-
where etse.’” I said, ‘“You, on a thousand
a year, ean afford to kecp two homes, but
these men ean barcly afford to keep one.’!

They held an indignation meeting at Nannup,

-
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and as a result the Minister over-rnled the
Conservator and the men I refer to operated
down thiere for 234 years, cniting out a picee
of country which it was much better to eut
out then than leave for the next 50 years. I
would not mind providing for 50 years ahead

it we eould met along now all right and live.

But that is the difficulty with a lot of them.
We have a right to look to the future, while
at the same time trying to keep afloat in the
present.  Then we come to one of the latest
proposals, namely, to charge the employees
for the dead woord lying in the bush, what
the people engaged in the forest are obliged
to use in their homes, their firewood. The
regulations in the Act give the Couservator
enormous power. We all realise that. 1 do
not mind giving him power. We have to give
the policeman power; we have e¢ven to give
power to Ministers of the Crown. EBut the
most ridieulous proposition of all was that
whieh eontemplated: cotting 18 inches from
the ground. A lot of the big karri trees in
the South-West are not capable of being
sawn at 18 inches from the ground. The pro-
posal emanated from Mr. Lane-Poole beenuse
in Franee, Algeria, and other eountries where
he has been, the trees are quite different, and
lenid themselves to cutting at that height;
and, perhaps, a foot of timber at the bottom
of n tree in those countries is a factor to be
considered.

The Minister for Mines: Arguing in favour
of it, he always puts up the value of the
timher left in the stump.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: 1t is practicaily of no
value at all. Beeause in the hulk of the
timber the fellers get above the gmarled
knots, and the hoMow drums where the
fire has been inside, and perhaps in order
to avoid a pin hole. In such a ease, when
the log goes to the mill only 15 or 20 per
ecent. of it is available, because the borer has
played havoe in it a few years before. Of
course 1 will admit that some men go up too
high. I could understand it if the Conser-
vator brought in a regulation preseribing
that the men must not go too high; but to
compel them to keep down within 18 inches
from the ground is ridieulous. The rognla-
tion was being enforced. The word was sent
to Greenbushes, and the men there wired to
me, asking what they were to do about it
I wired back advising them to take no notice
of it, [t was the first time I ever gave sueh
adviee. They also wired frem other centres,
and T advised them as T had advised the men
at Greenbushes. A week later I saw forest
inspector McKay at Pinjarra. He had given
notiee _to all that they were to cut 18 inches
from the ground. T came hack here, and
next day in the corrider T saw the Winister
for Works stamping up and down from one
end to the other in his denunciation of JMr.
Lane-Poole. T knew then that things had
heen fixed. The Minister told me that it
was fixed. But can you, Sir, imagine a man
having eoutrol of a huge departmoent like that
doing snch a thing? Only Iast session I told
the House I was delighted to know that pob-
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lic feeling towards the Conservator was be-
coting wmore favourable.

Mr. Pickering: So it is now.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Does the hon, member
think so? Let him go into any timber centre
to-day, following on that regulation and
others, and find out how the feeling towards
the Conservator runs. 1 helped the Conser-
vator as much with his Bill as did any other
member. I had to fight for it in my own
party. I tried to help the Conservator all
I knew. In eonversation I gave him a little

advice. I reminded him he was a stranger
here.  As a matter of faet, there was a
peculiar  incident about his appeintment.

There was a large number of applicants, and
some lord recommended Lane-Foole.

Hon. P. Collier: That’s what appealed to
me at the time.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Ko, it dill not coneern
you. DMMr. Scaddan was Premier. This Lord
Somcbody must have thought that Scaddan
was an [rish name, becavsc in his letter of
recommendation he stressed the peint that
Mr. Laue-Poole was an Irishman. Anyhow,
I went to Mr. Lane-Poole and said, ‘¢ Yeu
‘are a stranger in a strange land. The people
here are harnessed to custom. 'They do not
want any precipitate change. You will find
very few people in sympathy with a forest
policy.’’ That is undeniable. There has
been no interest in the question, and 1 told
Mr. Lanc-Poole he would have to try to work
up that interest. I pointed out to him that
there was no necessity to deprive people of
their  livelihood by introducing drastie
changes. T told him he required to proceed
by evolutionary, rather than revelutionary,
methods. 1 have endeavoured to help him
during all the years he has been here, and
only last session I said T was pleased to know
that public feeling was swinging more in his
favour, He met me shortly after I made
that speeeh, and asked me if it was correct.
I said, “*T think it is.’” However, since then
he has brought dewn these idiotic regulations.
I do not want to deal now with the licensing
of cows,

The Minister for Mines: I told him repeat-
edly that he could not do these things hy
revolutionary methods.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We have conflicting
interests. We have on the one hand not only
Millars, but all other interested traders in
the eommunity who have no deep-rooted con-
vietion on the question of forest conserva-
tion. Even the Premier has none. He has not
much eoncern with the forests when

The Premier: Oh, that is not right.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: T want to be quite
fair to the hon. member, hut his policy of
land settlement would sometimes confliet with
the forest policy. T have had vepeated ap-
plications for little picces of conntry for eul-
tivation, and in all cases save two I have
stood by the forest officer in saying that the
block selected wag better for timber than for
cereal production. I know the South-West
thoroughly. 'There are patches of good coun-
try down there, and I say by all means make

[ASSEMBLY.

them available for cultivation. But the Pre-
mier is apt to go a little over the odds in
his opposition to forest peolicy as opposed to
land settiement,

The Premier: 1 am the only Minister who
has given Mr. Lane-Poole anything., He told
me so,

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: Yes, he was anXions to
see yon returned by a large majority.

The Premier: No he was not. Far from it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: At all events we have
these conflicting interests, which only a select
comuittee will be able to harmonise, The
mein feature o be inguired into is the work-
ing of the TForests Department and the ex-
penditure of the money. Then there is the
commandeeving by Mr. Lane-Poole of the
Lucknow coneession from the NMinister for
Works, when, working under a section of the
Act, the Conservator took cverything that
was there.

The Minister for Mines: He wanted to
take the Pecl estate.
AMr. O'LOGHLEY: Of course the Act

gives him engrmous power, and evidently he
is endeavouring to use it. [Pogsibly a com-

mittee  of ingniry  might he able te
induee  those firms tn  c¢ome uounder the
regulations  and  adept. a  portion  of
them,  which would  mean  additionul

revenue for the State and more harmonious
working between the Government and the
Comservator. Tt will be the duty of the com-
mittec to so fix the royalty that those operat-
ing away from trunk lines und far distant
from the seaboard will have i reascnable
chance of competing on fair lines. It is only
about a fortnight since the hon. member gave
notice of his motion. Last Wednesday, being
private members’ day, he moved it. On that
day I came out of hospital, where I had spent
10 days. 1 was not well at the time. T
asked the Minister for NMines would the
motion be reached that day. He said he did
not know, but that if it were it would be ad-
journed, And so it turned ont. I have not
had a previous opportunity to speak to the
motion. My silence has been anisinterpretud,
has been taken by some to mean that I did
not want to speak to it. Tt has even been
said Dby officials in the TForests Department
and others ontside—it has gone out into the
camps—that Millars®™ had me bonght, that T
was not prepared to stand up for the Con-
servator, [ may say that in all the 14 years
1 have represented wmy cleetorate DMillars’
have never asked me to do a favour for
theni. T do not come into contact with them.
Not for months have 1 spoken to onc of their
managers, But there are in the Forests De-
partment persons who have been using their
Iving, standerous tongues in regard to this
guestion, just becanse [ have been silent for
a few days for the reason that I was not in
n position to speak to the motion. If public
life has come to sweh a pass that a2 man’'s
silence is to be used by Gevernment officials,
it is about time to give it up. T hope the in-
quiry will be held, and a rovalty fixed which
will cnable the State to get from Millars’
the fair return which the revenue is cntitled
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to in view of the increased price of timber.
T hope also that the committee will investi-
gate the whole of the working and ramifica-
tions of the Forests Department, and deter-
mine whether a public servant is to be
dominant in this country, or whether the po-
licy approved by the people is to be earried
into offect. Tf, during the next few days, T
get an opportunity to mect some of the peo-
ple who have been saying that T had not
a free mind on this question, T will ram
their standerons les down their throats.

Sifting suspended from 615 to 7.50 pm.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon, J.
Seaddan—Albany) [7.307: T have no inten-
tion of attempting, on the motion now hefore
the Chamber, to reply to the speceh delivered
by the member for Sussex (Mr, Pickering)
when he moved ancther motion which is now
an Order of the day, exeept to say that 1
think it was very oppertune that the member
for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) should have
made the statements he has with the purpose
of clearing the atmosphere somewhat, and
also of giving what T consider is a lead not
only to this House but te the Government in
showing the nbselute necessity for a thorough
inquiry into the opecrations of the Forests
Act passed in 1918. Members are aware that
this afternocon the Premier gave notice of
hiz intention to introduee a Bill to provide for
the appointment of a Parliamentary standing
eommittee on railways, tramways, and public
works and to decal with any wmatters which
may be submitted to it by resolution of
either Touse of Parliament. The object,
which will be explained by the Premior, i3 to
enable a standing committec, representative
ot both Chambers, to be appeinted to inquire
inte matters affeeting these particular de-
partments, and any other watter which
either Chamber. ma} consider it necessary to
have inguired into.  What prompts me to
mention the matter at this stage is that such
a body will have the advantage not possessed
by a committec of inquiry appointed in the
usupl manner ag a resnlt of a private mem-
ber moving for n select committee. The sub-
ject will not be prejudged by the committee
before it is subhmitted for investigation. 1
am afraid that if ever o member had a brief,
the member for Sugsex holds it, and in my
opinion it would be very wnfair to the pub-
le, to the department, and to Parliament
that any committee of the nature suggested
by -him should inguire on this basis. T wel-
come an inquiry, becase at the moment it i
most difficult to he the (Minister controiling
n Qepartment in which a disagreement exists
between the person clothed with the powers
possessed by the Conservator, and the Gov-
ernment.  Whatever may be the result,
whether it be in the direction suggested by
the member for Forrest, that either the Con-
servator or the Minister has to go, T am not
greatly eoncerned.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Both of yon can remain.

-1
o
-

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am re-
minded of n little episode that oececurred in
Yictoria years ago when a certain man got
mixed up in a publie affair which ended in
the mon having his neck stretched. The
Indy was engnged as a barmaid beeanse the
publican thovght that she would prove a
very fine ndvertisement for his  establish-
ment. The wife of the landlorl, however,
thought that the time had arrived when the
services of the harmaid should be dispensed
with and she said to her husband—*¢The
time has arrived when either vou or the
harmail must leave.”’ The publican pro-
ceeded to the bar and addressing the bar-
maid, said— ‘Well, my denr, iny wife tells
me that either you or I have to leave and T
tell you that T am going to remain.’’ MHis
tory might repeat itself on this ceeasion. Pro-
ahly the Conservator or myself will have to
o, but T am going to remain. The neecessity
for an inquiry rests, not so much upon the
disagreemont which exists between the Con-
scrvator and the Government, but on the
operations of an Act of Parliament which
bas heen in cxistenee for seme time, and the
fquestion whether it is in the best interesta
of the public and whether it is good policy
in a demoeracy that any one individual, pac-
ticularly a public servant whe, to a large cx-
tent, i3 outside of control, should have tre-
mendous powers vested in him, Here let me
mention that as regards the attitvde adopted
by the Conscrvator, I agree with the member
for Forrest that some of the regulations are
ahsurd. After all, the Exceutive is answer-
able to the people, and whatever is done on a
Invge or small seale by a public department,
the Txeentive should at all times, through
the Parliament, he answerable to the public
and move along the lines that the publie de-
sire.  The member for Torrest has stated
that more than onec I have gone to the Con-
servator-——and he has done the same thing—
and said that while he might be vight tech-
nieally regarding the method of comnserving
and operating our forests, he must renlise
that it was neeessary to educate the
public first of all, not to his standard, hift
to a certain extent at least in order to en-
ablg the public to travel along the road
with him. The Conservator could expect
to procecd only so far as he was able to
take the public with him, and as soon zs
he left the public far in the rear, the public
in a free democracy would complain loudly.
Tt is questionable whether there is a man
in Australia who possesses the same techni-
eal knowledge of -forestry as Mr. Lane-
Poole.

Mr. Underwood: He has not proved it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I doubt

whether his equal is to be found in Aus-
tralia,

Mr. Underwood: I say he has not proved
it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In order
to satisfy the member for Pilbara I will

.
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say that, though the Conservautar may bave
technical knowledge

Mr. Underwood: That is right—he may
have.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Though
the Conscrvator may have iechnical know-
ledge, he has to remewber that there are
people in this community who have been
bred in our forests and who know our
forests better than he could possibly know
them. These people know that the condi-
tions which prevail in our jarrah and karri
forests differ from those existing in forests
in any other part of the world., Conse-
quently it is probably nccessary io infro-
duce here entirely different methods, for we
are coneerned about the taking of a national
asset and using it for the bencht of fhe
vommunity, [ am very kecen on conserving
the best interests of posterity, but 1 would
not ent off my nose to spite my face. 1 do
not want the people to-day to suffer wmore
than is nceessary wmerely for the sake of
heing able to store up something for
posterity. I believe that in this State of
Western Australia we are storing up 2
magnificent asset for posterity, and that in
counection with our forests we can con-
tinue to do so without ecausing any verr
serions injury to the people of to-day. What-
ever our opinions may be, if we decide that
there shall he an inguiry, let it be a
thorough one. Let it be an inquiry by an
impartial tribunal, Let 1t he u Royal Com-
mission, if members prefer it; I do not care
what form it takes so long as it is impartial.
I have the strongest objection to o member
holding a brief and claiming a position on
the committee of inguiry, probably as chair-
man, I even object to such a member hav-
ing a seat on the committee. Yet this is
what is liable to bhappen because, as the
member for I'orrest rightly pointed out,
evidently the member for Sussex has been
able to get information where others have
failed, To this sort of thing I strongly
object. It would be absurd for me to go to
Mr, Lane-Poole as Conservator and ask him
te put up an answer to the statements made
in this House a week ago by the member for
Sussex. The Conservator has not got any
answer to offer. Whenever a member of this
House makes an attack upon a public ser-
vant or upon the administration of any
department, it is the custom for the head
of the department to take immediate steps
to obtain an answer to the statements and
place it before the Minister. As a Minister
of the Crown 1 am bound to defend cvery
officer in my department whenever he is
attacked by a member of this House,
and to eontinue to defend him until such
time as this House or some other tribunali
can prove that the officer hag committed an
error of judgment for which he must
answer. Until such proof is fortheoming I
am in duty bound, in my capacity as a Min-
ister, to defend such officer, and he is en-
titled to come to the Minister with his
answer. Mr. Lane-Poole has done nothing.
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He has not suggested an auswer to any ane
of the statements made by the member for
Sussex. Although it was the voice of the
member for Sussex speaking in this Cham-
ber, it was really the Conservator of Forests
whe was putting up his views.

Mr, Pickerivg: That is not true, and T
give it straight to your faece.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do oot
suggest, of course, thar the Conscrvator
was actually oecupying the hon, membher’s
scat, but all the statements uttered by the
member for Sussex could equally well have
been put up by the Conscrvator of Forests.
This to me js evidenve of the faet that the
member for Sussex went to the proper place
fo get bis iuformation.

Mr. Pickering: Aay of the information
eould have been got from the returns and
papers which have been furnished to this
House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: ANl T ask
is that the hon. member should not eonsult
with the Conservator on these matters. Will
the hon. member deny that he did so?

Mr. Pickering: I am not supposed 1o
AUSWET your questious.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Tien 1 am
Justified in the statement T make.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: It is a
charge against the hon. member.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Con-
servator of Forests was wot in a position to
put up a reply to the member for Sussex,
because every one of the statements made
woull have been endorsed by him.

serious

Mr. Underwood: Were they supplicd by
him?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T would
not say that, Whatever may he our feel-
ings on this matter, it has to be thrashed
out. If there was no other ground for an
inquiry, the stutement made by the member
for orrest, that officers of the Forests De-
partment wera going through the forest dis-
tricts, and stating that he—a member of
this  Chamber—was  hobbled hy Millars’
and therefore was afraid to raise his voice,
would Dbe suflicient justification for an in.
quiry to elear up the matter. Some mem-
bers may say that the member for Forrest
might have no grounds for making such =
statement. Mewmbers should read the file
on the Table. Tt containg notes made by
Mr. Lanc-Poole after a series of interviews
he had with the Premicr. They ave nnt
nates which were taken at the time of the
interviews. Tn those notes the Conservator
makes very gimilar statements with regard
to the Government. He does not employ the
same words, but he says that the Govern-
ment, a8 a matter of faet, are controlied by
Millars' so far as the forest policy is con-
cerned. The Conservator told the Premier
to his face that Millavs’ dictated the forest
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policy of this country, and evidently were
going to continue to do so. That is tanti-
mount to saying that Millars’ eontrol the
Government, including myself as Minister
for TPorests.
ean we clear up this matier. Eventu-
ally it will be found that Millara’ have
ao control over any member of the Cabinel

any more than they have over any
member of this House, and that the
whole trouble has arisen because of

the fact that Mr. Lane-Poole entertains
a desire of getting the early comtrol of the
forests of this State. I do not deny the com-
mendable nature of his proposal, but he couldl
only suteceed in his desire by working out his
policy on lines which give due consideration
ta the interests of the industry and which
would permit of the public being carried
along with him.  On the question of hewers
there was a violent change in the policy whieh
Iadi been operating in the State for a number
ol years. The proper methol to have adopted!
was to ensure that this vhange in policy wonld
be for the general henefit of the community,
as well as of the forests und those employed
in them. The sooner we get o competent in-
quiry to settle the question of whether we
were right er wrung in handing over these
trentendons powers to one person, whether the
methods employed are verrect, whether the
money we are spemding is heing speut in the
best interests of the present as well as of the
Juture, and whether the regulations which
have bheen promulgated, and are about to be
prowulgated, are desirable from the point of
view not only of the people engaged in the
industry but of. the taxpayers generally, the
gooner shall we overcomwe the unsatisfactory
state of affairs which prevails now. T regret
the disagreement which has ocenrred. At all
times [ lave tried my best—I[ think the Con-
servator will admit it—sinve L have been
Minister for Forests, to give Mr. Lane-Poole
the opportunity of putting forward what is,
I believe, a pretiy good teehnieal knowledge
of forestry, and appiying it te Western Ans-
tralia. T am not attempting to hinder his
operations in any way, but when we arrive at
the position that everyone is discontented, it
ig evident that there is something wrong some-
where. Either the Conservator migunder-
stands us or we have misundersiood him.
The inguiry, however, cannot he held on the
basis of an hon. wember of this Chamber
adopiing the attitude taken up by the mem-
ber for Sussex. It has to be a properly con-
ducted inquiry, free from all animng, and
free from any regard either as to the Govern-
ment or as to the Conservator, so that the
public may get the best results from it when
it is held.

Mr. SPEAKER: The time for tnotions has
now expired. Is it the wish of the Houxe
that motions should he continued?

"On motion by fthe Premier, debate ad-
journed.

[27)

Only by holding ar inquiry-
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BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Seeond Reading.

llon. T, WALKER (Kanowna) [7.48] in
mpving the second reading said: I take it that
most hon. members, by their experience, are
aware of the necessity for a measurc of this
kind to bring the legislation of Western Aus-
tralin on a par with that of the other States
and New Zealand. The prineiple involved is
by no means a uew oue, [n fact, we have ad-
mitted the principle of the payment of trus-
tees for the management of estates in more
than one of our Acts of Parliament. The Ad-
ministration Act, which deals with this mat-
ter, recognises the principle of payment for
services rendercd. The chief elause in this
Bill ig that which amends Section 133 of the
Administration Act of 1903, which reads—

The court may, by way of remuneration,
allow to an administrator for the time be-
. ing, on passing his accounts, such commis-
sion, not exegeding five pounds per centum
on the assets colleeted by such administra-
tor, including vents and income, as the
Court thinks fit. No allowance shall be
made to any administrator who omits to
pass his aceonnt purswant to any order of
the Court.

This grants the maximum allpwance for re-
numeration by way of payment for scrvices
rendered to an administrator of five per cent.,
but it dees not necessarily follow that he re-
ceives five per cemt. Tt is in the diseretion
of the court to grant such payments as to the
court may seem fit.

The Premier:
ecentor?

Hon. T. WALKER: No, that is the point.
The Bill proposes to amend this section by
wmaking its provisions applicable to an ex-
ecutor in the same way as they apply to an
administrator.  The principle is a just one,
5o just that in the other States it has already
been admitted, amd has become law in cvery
one of them, as well as in New Zealand.
Furthermore, it is just, becanse an executor
has as mueh work to perform, and sometimes
more rtesponsible work, as an administrator.
The work of an administrator is to realise
on the assets and effect distribution fo the
next of kin, whercas the exeentor very often
has to deal with legneies, aud to consider the
important question as to the relative rights
between parties. The exeentor, therefor,
has greater responsibilities than are held by
the administrator. Morcover, it often hap-
pens that the adwinistrator iz n relative of
the deccased, and has a personal interest in
the management of the estate, and in produe-
ing the best possible results £rom the realisa-
tion of such estate, whereas the exceutor
very frequently is a stranger, and is ap-
pointed from outside the relatives, with the
result that the burden cast upon him be-
comes exccedingly onerous and trying. Not-
withgtanding this, however, the execotion of
our law as it stands is sueh as to compel

Do they ever pay an ex-
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him to do all this work and make every
kind of sacrifice, as well as undertake every
species of responsibility, without his being
able to obtain any remuncration whatsoever
for his services. Not only is the principle
recognised in the case of the administrator,
but it is recognised in the corporation that
we have established by law known as the
W.A. Trustee Execcutor and Ageney Co. This
peve of legislation provides that—

Five pounds for every £100 of income re-
ceived by the company as executor, ad-
ministrator, trustee, rveceiver, committee
trustee in bankruptey, or gnardian, or as
such guarantor or surety as aforesaid, or
of eapital or ineome received by the com-
pany as an attorney acting under power
of attorney, and such commission shall be
payable out of the moneys or property com-
mitted to the management of the company
and shall be reeeived and aecepted by the
ecompany as a full recompense and renmunera-
tian to the company for acting as such
exccutor, administrator, trustee, reeeciver,
committee trustee in bankruptey or guar-
dian or as such guarantor or surety as
aforesaid, or .atterney, otc.

Mr, Money: And 2% per cent. in ad-
dition on the capital.

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes. That is what
we allow to a private company for doing
exactly this class of work, 1t is not only in
this particular that we have reeognised the
principle and paid the cxecutor £5 per cen-
tam, which is a fixed sum in the ease of an
administrator even under our Administrition
Act—five per cent, is the maximum, but the
eourt can give as much less by way of re-
muneration as it deems fit—but in our set-
tlail estates we have the same prineiple under
the Settled Land Act. Section 51 of that
Act says—

The court or a judge may, by order, au-
thorise the trustees of a settlement to re-
claim for their own use cut of the incoms
of the trust property, or in case of a sale
by the trustees out of the procceds of the
trust property,. a reasonable sum by way of
commission for their pains and trouble in
the manngement or sale of the property;
bnt noe such commission shall be allowed at
a higher rate than £5 per eentum on the in-
comne or proceeds.

Very often the trustee under the Settled
Land Aet is the executor, mudl we grant him
the right to take from the procceds of the sale
a sum not exceeding, on the authority of the
court, five per cent. T am asking for no in-
novation, hut merely for the application of
the prineiple all round.
The Premier: Five per cent, all round?

Hon. T. WALKER: Not nccessarily. See-
tion 133 of the Administration Aet, whieh 1
am sceking to amead, provides for a maxi-
mum of five per cent. to be awarded or
granted by the court-on the passing of the
accounts of the administrator. Thie Bill says
that the court may do the same thing in the
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case of an executor. There Is only justive in-
such an arrangement. Havieg come inte con-
tact with varicus exeeutors, 1 know that theirs.
is an excecdingly trying task, in that they
are called upon to pe-form certain duties.
connceted with the affairs of a deceased per-
son, amnd to hold the seales of justiee be-
tween the parties eoncerned.

The Premicer:  They need not do so.

Ion. T. WALKER: Of course, they can
renonnee the work, but that is leoked upon
as somewhat cowardly. Very often there is
i sentiment involved. When an executor
fakes ou this pesition of trust, the arrange-
ment is usually ade hefore the death of the
testator, and the trustee agrees to act in that
capacity, To renounee the work after pro-
mising to the living that he will do it, involves
a moral tinge that everyome does not like.
Onee having undertaken to perform these
duties faithfully, even though they Jdemand a
great deal of self-saerifice, and not only a
great deal of time but sometimes a great deal
of expense, a trustee feels he cannot renonnce
the work. Of course he is cntitled to gect
from the cstate the actual cost of administra-
tion and of obtaining probate, but this does
not cover all that he loses and all that can
be put on paper. Tt is an unfair duty to
place upon any person, seeing that an ad-
ministrator, or a trustce company, or a trus-
tee under the Settled Land Act, ean receive
payment for work of u similar mnature.
There is only one other amendment I pro-
pose to make, and that is contained in the.
last clause. As hon. members are aware, in
filing papers for probate and swearing the
oath of the executor, one must appear before
a comnrissioner of the Supreme Court for
taking oaths, Tt often happens that a very
small estate is left in the country far away
from where a commissioner for affidavits is
to be found, and far away from magistrates.
Such circumstances make it extremely expen-
sive for the executor to obtain the attendance
and the signature of a commissioner for
aftidavits. Clause 3 provides that in such
cnses a justice of the peace may do the work.
Of course, a commissioner for aflidavits gets
a small fee for attesting these documents;
but that does not matter. I think we ought
to facilitate as far as we possibly can the
work of those who have to seek the aid of
the court, Therefore, with deferenee, I sub-
mit this amendment to the Act. T move—

That the Bill be
time,

now read a second

The PREMTER (Hon. Bir .James Mitehell
—Northam) [8.4]: This appears to be a very
harmless little measure. T agree with tho
mover that it is right that the man who has
the treuble of administering an estate should
be entitled to receive five per cent. on tha
value, or whatever clse the conrt may con-
sider a fair remuneration. T suppose tronble
does arise from instances of probate being
renouneed. As the hon, member has pointed
out, o man hardly likes to refuse to do for
the dead what he has promised to the Hving,
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Personally 1 see no reason whatever why
we should not agree to the first auendment
proposed hy the Bill. As regards the sub-
stitution of a justice of the peace for a vom-
missioner for affidavits, T daresay we shall
be rumning very little risk. -1 hope the legal
gontleman who sits on this side of the House
will let us have his views on that question.
Personally, T do not sce that any risk what-
ever is involved. A justice of the pence is to
be referred to only when there is no com-
missioner for affidavits within 10 wiles. [
have no desire to oppose the Bill. TIf it is
as described by the mover, it may be re-
garded by the House as entirely fair in its
provisions,

Mr., MONEY (Bunbury) [8.6]: The
amendments proposed by this Bill are, in
my opinion, logical and right. The distine-
tion originally drawn between an adminis-
trator and an cxecutor arose in thiz way:
the executor was the nominee of the testator,
while the administrator was the nominee of
the eourt. Tt was thought that as the
testator named his cxecntor in the will, he
wiguld mention the faet in the will if he
desired to pay his cxecutor. But times have
altered sinee those nicefies were instituted,
and T certainly think the first amendment
propesedd by the Bill will improve matters
immensely. I have within my own know-
ledge instances of cXecutors renonncing pro-
bate on account of the loss swhich would he
entailed on them by carrying out the terins
of tie will, which instrument econtained no
provision fer vemuneration of the execentor,
In those cases an admiwnistrator would step -
in, and possibly an administrator contrary
to the actual wishes of the testator. The
ameudmert will secure that the original
nominee of the testator, namely the ex-
ecutor mentioned in the will itself, wil]
manage the estate. With regard to the
swearing of the affidavit before a justicg of
the peace instead of a commissioner for affi-
davits, this is not an innovation, since ,the
Bills of Sale Aet provides for a justice of
the peace taking the affidavit for the purpose
of a bill of sale. The objeet of having an
affidav:t sworn before a commissioner is to
avoid mistakes and misunderstandings’- A -
eertain responsibility attaches to an affdavit,
and. naturally, when it is sworn before a
qualificd commissioner of the Supreme Court,
there is more attention paid to its prepar-
ation, and its execution is more likely to be
aceurate and right. However, I .regard this-
gecond amendment also asg rteasopable . and
neeessary,  There arg many other - legal -
matters in respeet of which greater faeilities
will have to he afforded to the people resi-
dent in the conatry, but I will.not. deal with -
these maters ngw, The Bill .is- fair- to -all
parties congerned., Ch e e aeles

Que'stibq"i)qf and ;’)as_s.éd.

a

Bill read o second time.

el w
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In Cowmmitter, ete.

Biil passcd  through Committee without
debate, veported without amendment, and
tle report adopted.

BILL~—CRIMINAL CODE AMEXND-
MEXNT.

Seeond Reading.

Mr. BOYLAND (Kalgoorlie) [$.12] in
moving the second reading said: This is a
Bilt to amend Section 212 of the Criminal
Codle. T have many reasens for introducing
the measure. In my district there are vari-
ous charitics whieh for their specific pur-
peses requive money from time to time. One
of thesc charities is the Fresh Air League,
which sends goldfields childven to the coast
for an annual trip. That charity in itself
requires i Iarge amount of moncy cvery
vear, and the only means we have of secur-
ing fundsg for it is through the medinm of a
sweep, or some similar method. Then there
is our children’s hospital, for which w& need
ahout &£300 znnually. The sweep is at
present the only method we have of vaising
money to relieve our sick children. Again,
we have u benevolent society, and also a
fund for helping sufferers from miner’s
complaint, Lastly, the goldfields community
are raising funds to cstablish a club at the
Wooreloo Sunatorium. T think hon. mem-
bers will agree that all these are very
worfhy"and laudable objects, and that we
are cutitled to raise money for them by
means of a sweep if we cannot do it by
any other means, The total of the require-
ments which 1 have enumerated is about
£3,000 per annum. T daresay hon. members
representing other parts of the Statec are
fared with muech the same set of facts. T
may refer to the Ugly AMen’s Association in
Perth, whiel is doing wonderful work. I
can safely say that 4t i3 one of the best
organised institutions that Australia has
known. The Ugly Men requirve to be farn-
ished with means of raising revenue to
enable them to carry out their object of
helping people in necessitous ciremmstances.
There are many sweeps operafing throngh-
out Australia: Adams’s. sweeps, the New
South Wales sweeps, nnd the Quecnsland
sweeps. I do not knpw whether these
sweeps.are advertised largely on the coast,
but that is the case on the goldfields. T am
told that over £300,000 is annually sent
from Western Australia to Adams’s sweeps
alone, I contend that wg should retain at
all cvents some of that money in this
State, thus incidentally helping our own
needéssitons’ eases. ' T consider T have good
grounds - for proposing this amendment to
the Criminal Cc‘;t“!e, and T'ifdve—

s LiTeb R e .

+That the Bill ha now rgad s.sceond time.

‘O1f ‘nidtion " br the’ Prémier' debate ad-
jouwrned. " v et T et
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MOTION —-WYNDHAM MEAT WORKS.
To inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from Tth September on
the following motion by Mr. Pickering:—

That a select eommittee be appointed
to inquire into the Wyndham Ment Works
and to report upon—(a) Cost of all works
in vonnection therewith; (b) Cost of main-
tenance; (¢) Staff; its emoluments and
allowances; (d) Mouogement; (e) Busi-
ness transactions; (f) And to make any
recommendations it may see fit in the
interests of the State.

The PREMIER (Hou. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [8.16): T do not know why the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) asked
for a seleet committee to inquire into the
cost of the operations in conncetion with
the Wyndham Meat Works, He wishes to
know the cost of all works in connection
with that undertaking, the cost of mainten-
ante, particulars as to the stuff, their
cmoluments and allowaneces, and as to the
management and business transactions. All
that information ecan be supplied if be
moves for a return in the ordinary way.
There would be no justifiecation for the
appointment of a select committee to find
out these particulars. They are mere
records of the department, and a copy of
those records can be produced if the House
so desires. X am certain that the House
would not ask members to waste their time
in sitting ns a select committee to find out
this information.

Mr, Underwood: Why not?

The PREMIER: The hon. member ean
have the information on 2l these points.

AMr. Underwood: Can vou run the works?

The PREMIER: There is another elause
in the motion brought forwurd hy the mem-
ber for Sussex, to the effect that the selest
committee is to make any recommendations
it may sce fit in the interests of the State.
If that hon, member wished, as apparently
he does, to have an inguiry into the ques-
iion of the future runming of the ment
works either by Covernment manayement,
by lease or by any other means, there
woull be something in it. I do not
think the hon. memhber jnstified the appoint-
ment of n select committee on that point at
any rate. T should be very glad if the
member for Piibara (3Mr. Underwood) or
any other memher of this Chamber would
show the Government how we can run
these works and make them pay. It is

a difficult problem for anyone to run
the Wyndham Meat Works to advant-
age. Practically all the meat works
in  Australia are closed down at the
present time heenuse of the price of meat.
Fven the meat works at Fremantle which

were reeently ereeted, cannot he operated be-
cause of the prahibitive cost of getting sheep
and ecattle to the works, the cost of shipment
and of the difficulties in other directions. I
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do not knew what it is the member for Sussex
wislies to secure. All he desires under the
first five sections of his motion can be
answerell without a seleet committee. If he
chooges to do 50, he can alter the tmotion and
he will get an answer without the necessity
for a seleet committee. Tlere is nothing to
hide, If the hon, member suspects that the
records of the department are incorrect, it
is o different matter. e did not say that
he did so, and there is no reason for helieving
that the records are mnot correct. It the
House passes the Bill of which I gave notice
to-day, which aims at the appointment of a
Purlinmentary standing rommittee, this is one
of the things that such a committee might
look inte. I should think it would be quite
impossihle for a select eommittee sitting only
while the House is in session to go into this
matter and present a report which would be
of any value, 1t would probably be quite
possible for the stamling committee I have
asked for, and which will have all the powers
of a Royal Commission, to go into this matter.
T do not know whether mueh would come of
it, but it they wished to go to Wyndham to
eontinue their inguiries there, it would be a
costly matter. T suggest to the member for
Sussex that he alters his motion and simply
asks for a return covering the infermation he

desires. T will agree to furnish that informa-
tion.

Mr. Underwood: Will you supply the in-
formation?

The PREMIER:
Mr. Underwood: Tt has heen denied nie.
The PREMTER: By whom?

Mr. Underwood: By Mr. McGhie.

The PREMIER: Tl¢ had no eight to deny
the information to the hon. member, The
House has the right to azk for this informa-
tion and to get it.

Ton. 1. Collier: The Mouse has the right
to get the information but not from the man-
ager of Lhe tneat works.

The PREMIER: If the House asked for
the information, memmbers should get it. [
undertake to get the information if it is asked
for in the way I supgest. Regarding the last
section of the motion, I supgest'it be with-
driven, and if the Bill to appoint a Parlia-
mentary standing committee is agreed to, that
is a question that can and will e inquired
into. 1 am not going to answer the state-
ments made hy the hon. member when moving
his motion; there scems to he no reason for
doing so. T have no ohjection to giving the
ITouse the fuliest information,

Mr. Underwoord: What are you going to
do next yvear?

Yes, T will.

The PREMTER: The hon. member will
have to wait and see. No one ean tell what
is to be done in Queensland next year. No

on¢ knows what the meat market will be like.
Mr. Angelo: Very few have any idea what
the position will be.
The PREMTER: That is so. If the mem-
her for Sussex adopts my suggestion he will
get all the information he desires.



[14 SEprEMBER, 1921.]

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.23]: X
believe that an inquiry not only intoe the
running and construction of the Wyndham
Meat Works, hut also into the position gen-
erally may do some good. I cannot get out
of wmy mind the fact that the Premier and
the Minister for Works practically eame into
office on the question of the appointment of
a scleet committee to investigate the position
regarding the Wyndham Meat Works. The
Premier did not speak then as he does now
‘regarding these works. Te wanted a seleet
committee then. Of course, he wanted to get
inte oftice nnd he used the Wyndham Meat
Works as a means to get there. There is not
mueh doubt about that. Having attained
office—1I am sorry the Minister for Works is
not present to-night—it would he a fair thing,
after about five yedrs, to have amother in-
quiry in order to sec how present and past
Covernments have got on regacding the
Wyndham Meat Works. The Premier says
that he is prepared to give the Iouse the
fullest information, T asked the Minister for
the North-West if I could get information
regarding the Wyndham Meat Works. He
replied in the aflirmative. He sent for the
mangager, Mr, MeGhie, and said, *‘Give AMr,
Underwood what information he wants.’’ T
went to Mr. MeGhie and he fiatly refused to
give nie the information that I desired re-
garding the meat works. There are many
things we wunt to know about them. T have
to confess that the mover of this motion does
not know too mueh about his subjeet. Pntting
it shortly, these works have ecost the State
something Jike £600,000.

Mr. Pickering: I think you are
estimating it.

The Premicr:
like £723,000.

Mr. TXDERWOOD: DIrobably the Gov-
ernment are reckoning in that fignre about
£90,000 the State lost in running these ‘works.
I think this is a faet. T say ‘T think’?
where, as o member of Parliament, T should
“know.”’ T say I think that the Siate lost
something approaching £90,000 ns a result
of the last kill at the Wyndham Meat Works.
That money was not lost on interest and sink-
ing fund on the eapital cost of the works,
but on the actual rmmning of the works,

The Premier: You would get that infor-
mation in the return,

Mr. UXDERWOOD: T want to go a little
bit further than the actual figure it cost us;
I want to find ont why it cost us that mneh,

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear!

AMr. UNDERWOOD: We have spent well
over £600,000, We have one of the best meat
works in Australia, The Wyndham Ment
Works, in design and constraction, have
fow, if any, superiors in Australia. We have
ample cattle in the distriet. We have a
beautiful harbour with a depth of water
from 26 feet at low springs to 56 feet at
high springs, with the ship lying about 200
or 300 vards away from the works. We have
poscibly the best water supply along the
Western Australian ceast with the exeeption

under-

They have cost something
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perhaps of that at Albany. Tor a holding
gronnd for the cattle, we have some hun-
dreds of thousands of aeres rescrved of the
bhest pastoral eountry in Western Australia.
Given all these things in, the last kilt we had
at the works cost the State about £90,000.

The Premier:  There was an impossible
mavrket,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 'We had a normal
market.  This is one point T want clearcd
up and the committee should inquire into it.
We sell Wyndham tinned meat at 2is. o
dozen, whereas the normal marvket for tinned
meat is about 10s. per dozen. We sold hides
at away up above the nmormal price. The
only norinal market we stroek was in respect
to the meat that was left there.

The Premier: There was none; it was all
sold.

My, UNDERWOOD:
for the tinned meat?

The Premier: I do not know; T will get
the informafien for you.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: I want to know why,
seeing that the price we obtained for tinned
ment;

The Premier: How mueh was tinned?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T want to know that.

The Premier: We can find that out for
you, also.

My, UNDERWOOD: About five years ago
you required that badly. Let me get back
to the question of the price of meat. The
Premier savs we struek a bad market. As a
matter of faet we sold that meat at above
pro-war rafes.

The Premier:
pre-war costs.

What did you get

It was produeed at above

AMr. UNDERWOOD: Al that was sold
loeally.  That which pot away brought war
pricea. The Wyndham tinued meat brought

150 per eent. more than tinned meat sold in
pre-war times, We want a full inquiry in re-
gard to meat works generally, We may then
get some information in respect of the Tre-
mantle meat works.

The T'remicr: You can have it all

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We shall be very
pleased to get it all. T notice that in regavd
to Fremantle—

Mr. SPEAKER: I eannot allow the hon.
member to discuss Fremantle under this
motion.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, hut T wish to il
Tustrate the need for an ingoiry. We have at
least £600,000 invested at Wyndham.

The Premier: You say it i1s well invested.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T say you ennnot
run those works. TYou will not $ell us
whether or not you intend to run them.

The Premicr: 'We eannot. Tt all depends
on the price of meat.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: We have £600,000 in-
vested at Wyndham.

Hon. P, Collier: More than that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 'Well, £723,000. And
the Premier says we ecannot run those works.
The Premier: We cannot sell the meat.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Possibly if a com-
mittee were appointed we migr[t find some
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wav out of that diffienlty. Tn regard to the
priee of meat, we have heand it anncunced by
Mr. Monger that they cannot o on with the
Fremuttle works, beenuse ther anmet et
more than H per 1h, for mutton. T saw ex-
Lihited in the eorridor of the Honse a graph
showino that 4d. per b, for mutton is over
the norwal price, whirh befure the war was
dad, poer 1bh, for Australian motton.

The Promier: It vosts 4. to  handle it
here and wet it Home.

AMr. UNDERWOOD:  Tf the Government
will tell us that they are going to close tho
Wynedham Meat Works-——

The Premier: They are eloseld,
that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I know that tho
works are not doing anvthing. 1 know also
that the ordinary wages men have been punt
off while the whole of the staff are retained.
If one goes down the Terrace he will find
the office of the Wyndham Meat Works, and
all the elerks and typists there cmployed.

The Premier:  You will not find many.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: They are in Barrark
Street now, are they not! :

Me, TXDERWOOQD: I think they are. 1
kuow it i3 onlv the wages men who have
been put off, while the whole of the staff is
still retained.

The Premder: No.

Alr, UNTDPERWOOD: And Ministers can-
not tell us whether or not they are going to
operate the works next year.

Hon. P. Collier: XNeither could any select
comntitteo.

Mr. TXDERWOOD: Tut the select com-
mittee conld find out whether it 1s possible to
run the works, or whether we had better sell
or lease them., TIf anv private enterprise i
prepured to take over those works, we ought
to let them go.

The Premier: They should make an offer,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: For how long have
you held that opinion?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Ever since the time
when the Nevanas contract was being con-
sidered in Cabinet. I have alwaws been in
favour of letting those works on contract.

Hon, P. Collier: Well, any offer will he
considered,

Mr. TNDERWOOD: T know that. People
in the Wypdham district have had a very
bad run. Ships have been taken from the
port, stock has been held for treatment in
the works, and the works are not running.
The settlers there are left with their stoek
runring in the bush, and unless it is decided
either to use the works next yenr or close
them down and restore the shipping, quite
a number of eattle growers up there will be
totally ruined, many of them after years of
the hardest toil men ever put in.  The
Premier says we do not want an inquiry,
that the Government will give s a return,

You know

What is to bedomg of, those peb]ﬂ,e ‘'who hive

been working there, spme, of them fqr a
seore of years? Have the Government con-
sidered what they aré going to da with
those people and, thejr, catfle},

i ' o
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Mr. Pickering: Thev are just an incident.
UNDEDWOOD: That i« sn, hur ir
they were in the Sounth-West——

The Premier: We cannot buy their cattle,
can we. unless we can sell aiso?

Mr. UNDERWOOT: This question cally
for the most searching inquiry, more parti-
cularly for the reason thatr none of the Min-
isters knows amything whatever about it.

The Premier: Do you?

AMr, UNDERWOOD: 1T have been there,
which is eounsiderably more than any of tha
Minisiers e¢an say. They know nothiug
:]ﬂmut Wyndkam, and apparently they care
[

The Premier: That is nonsense.

Ay, TNDERWOOD: It is not nonsense.

tlon. I’. Collier: Haven't you a Minister
for the North-West?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes.

TTon. 1°. Collier: Was he not there?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes, for a day and
a half, 1le was taking photegraphs, and if
yvou could but hear him Iecture on the sub-
jeet vou would agree that he does it beauti-
fully.

Haon. . Collier: That is the mun we want,
a publicity man.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: That is the man you
have got, Mg is the man for a poblicity
campaign. We must do something in regard
to this. All the Premier ean he induced to
gay is “°If vou ask for a return, T will
furnish it.?” We.want move than that. We
want fto know what the Government are
geing to do uhout Wyndham, We want to
know haw the scttlers there are going to
gel an, those people who have been up there
20 and 30 years, and who will be left totally
stranded, with their cattle running in the
bush.

Ton. W. (. Angwin: 1Tow adid thev man-
age before the works were builg?

AMr. UNDERWOQOD: They were shipping.

Lon, W. (.. Angwin: Let them ship now,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They canuvot. Where
are they going to ship to?

The Premicr: Where did they ship to he-
fore?

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: To Fremantle; but
when it wus deeided to start the works at
Wymlham the shipping was cut ont from
Wyrndhiam and the meat supply for the
metropolitan area was brought from Derby.
As a result the people of Wyndham have
been left stranded. Either the Government
have to run those works or provide ship-
ping and sale for about 30,000 or 10,000
head of bulloeks,  Alternatively those most
desoeving ‘settlers will bave to carry their
swags out of the country. That is the
position, despite which the Premier says an
irquiry is not nccessary.

The Premier: You want to know if we
chn sell the meat.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T want to know what
voll are going to do in regard to the meat
works and the settlers. S

A,
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The Premicr: The settlers are not part
of the meat works.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: If they are not part
of the works, at all events they are elose
relations, first eousins. I am sorry the
Premier has decided that we shall uet have
an inquiry. I suppoge we must let the
matter slide.

The Premier: T mercly suggest that you
ask for something which ecan be furnished
withont an inguiry.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: We have  spent
£723,000 and we have spoilt the port of
Wyndham for shipping, and left the settlers
stranded.

Hon. W. Q. Angwin: How has the por{
been spoilt?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: There are no ships
going there,

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: Whose fault is that?

Mr. UNDERWQOD: That is what [ wani
to know. They were shipping bullocks from
Wyndham until the works were prepared tc
treat bullocks. Since then they have nof
shipped any further, and so far as I know
there is no provision to be made next year
for sending ships to Wyndhamn to bring
down bullocks to the metropoltian area. The
Premier Qid not tell us that.

Hon. W. C. Anpgwin: It is not in the
motion.

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: With the Wyndbam
Meat Works is bound up the whole suecess
of the district over a radiua of 250 miles.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member is in
order only in disenssing the Wyndham
Meat Worka; not the ramifications of the
shipping on the North-West eoast,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exaetly; I am dis-
cussing the Wyndham Meat Works and the
effect of the works. The effect of these
works on Wyndham is that the settlers have
been deprived of their shipping. The Gov-
ernment should be prepared to tell us what
they are going to do. A sum of %700,000 has

"been spent there. We have there many of
the best pioneering settlers that Australia
ever had or will ever get, and so far as we
know to-flay, not a single thing is being done
either to run the works or to serve these
settlers by other means. T am sorry that the
Premier refuses to have an inguiry inte these
works.

The Premier: T suggest that you ask for
the information yon want.

Hon. P, COLLTER (Boulder) [8.46]: The
member for Pilbara (Mr, Underwood) com-
meneed by compiaining that he has been un-
able to obtain any information with regard
to the Wyndham Ment Works, and his subse-
quent remarks revealed the fact that he has
been able to glean a considerable amount of
information from some source or other.

‘Mr. Underwood: I got it from the Premier
just now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I venture to say that

the hon. member gave several items of infor-
mation which he did not obtain from the
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Premier. 1t is rather an extraordinary thing
to find the hon. member stating that though
the . Minister for the North-West, whe i3 in
control of these works, ordered the manager
of the works—a subordinate officer—to give
the hon. member all the information he de-
sired, yet that offieial point blank disobeyed
the ingtructions of his Minister.

Mr. Underweod: Not point blank.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon, member said
he absolutely refused.

Mr. Underwood: All right, he ahsolutely
refused.

Hon. P. COLLIER: e absolutely refused
to give any information, notwithstanding the
clear and specific instructions from his Min-
ister to give all the information the hon.
member desired.

Mr. Underwood: That is so; T stand to
that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is a remedy for
that.

Mr. Underwood: What is the remedy?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should say that the
hon. member could obtain a remedy, or satis-
faction from the Minister, I cannct believe
that any Miniater, with any regard for the
responsibilities of his office, would allow an
officer of his department to flout his definite
instructions in that way. T cannot believe
that any Minister would be so lacking in a
sense of responsibility as to permit that sort
of thing. -

The Premier: The Minister probably does
not know that he refused it,

Hon, P. COLLTER: T cannot imagine that
the Minister does know. I am quite certain
there is not a Minister who, having given
an ingtruction of that kind, would allow an
officer to set it aside. I feel sure that the
Minister does not know of it, and if the hon.

"memher makes the Minister acquainted with

the attitude of this officer, a3 T consider it
his duty to do, the Minister will know how
to deal with this officer in future, and the
hon. member will be able to obtain all the
infermation he desires.

Mr. Underwood: It ought to be pretty well
known now,

Hon. P. COLLTIER: Perhaps the Minister
will becomne aware of it throngh reading the
report of this debate. Ouce again I have to
deprecate the tendency in some quarters to
ask for the appointment of a seleet com-
mittece on every conceivable oceasion. If we
take the terms of this motion. we find that
three of the points on which the member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) wants a select com-
mittee to inquire are the cost of all works in
connection with the Wyndham Meat Works,
the cost of maintenance, the staff, its emolu-
ments and allowances. Why on earth should
it be necessary to ask for a select committee
in order to ascertain the cost of thése worka?
The hon. member can easily obtain that in-
formation, Tf he likes to lgok up ¢‘Han ,
sard’’ No. 5 for the present session, he will
find that theé informafion wWas given by the
Minister in answer to'am question '$n’ 'another



66

place. [f he s not inclined to take infor-
mation given in that way, surely there is no
Minister in this Housc who, in answer to =
question, would not supply the hon. member
with the infermation at any time. To ap-
point o select committee with all the neces-
sary paraphernalia and expense to find out a
simple question such as the total cost of these
works is positively absurd, Then, as to the
cost of Inaintenance, this is information
which the hon. member conld obtain fremn
any Minister in this House. T do not suppose
I am placed in any favoured position and T
can say that T have never experienced any
diffieulty in ohtaining from any Minister
legitimate ijuformation regardiug these or
any other works, The ecost of maintenanco
vould easily be ascertained by addressing a
question to rhe Minister, [t would not even
he necessary to move for a return.

The Premier: Tt is a matter of record.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes; or no doubt the
hon. member eould ebtain it by applying to
the department. Then the houn. member wants
5 seleet committee to iugnire into the staff,
its emoluments and allowances. Surely he
could ascertain those particulars without go-
ing to the trouble and expense of having a
select committee, It appears like employing
a steam hammer to ernsh a fly. TFancey bring-
ing into service a select committee to find ont
the staff eagaged in these works and the
salaries paid. I the hon, member has not
any more important questions to submit to
this select committee than are contained in
the three paragraphs to which T have referred,
he is only wasting the time of the House and
the mouvey of the country in asking for the
appointment of a select commnittee.

Mr, Pickering: Real the remaining para-
graphs of my motion.

Hon. P. COLLTER: 7 intend to <lo so, but
at such pace as connmends itself to my judg-
ment.  The hon. member knows that when the
Annual Estimates are under discussion, the
Minister in charge of each department comes
armed with the fullest possible information,
It fact it has been the subject of complaint
in this House, on the part of private members,
that Ministers have unduly cccupied the time
of the House ou the Vstimates by narrating
the whole of the details appertaining to the
control of their departments.  The hon, mem-
ber, therefore, ean obtain the whole of the
information he desires cither by way ‘of ques-
tiong, retnrna, or when the Estimates are
under discussion. If it weee not o, I' shonld
say that what is required is not a seleet com-
mittee but a ehange of Ministers to admin-
ister the affairs of this State. Where docs
responsible government come in? Where i
there any  responsibility in  government if
cvery time a member requires information
concerning the werking of n departinent, he
cannot ohtain it from a Minister but must
secure the appointment of a select commitice
tn call witnesses and glean the information
for him? Tf we have reached that stnge in
the administration of the affairs of this State,
it is not a4 scleet committee we want but a
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change of Ministers. We inust see that Min-
isters are saddled with their proper responsi-
bilities, and that they do not evadc their re-
sponsibilities by passing them on to select
committecs appointed by this House.  The
Minister controlling this department is
charged with the responsibility of running
the works in the best interests of the State
and of thosc who have occasion to deal with
the works. It is for the Minister to propound
a policy and to decide what he is going to
do in answer to the many questions raised hy
the member for Pilbara (Mr. TUnderwood).
As to what will be done by the works next
year, no scleet committee would be able to
determine.  [f the Minister, with the advice
of his responsible officers, is unable to say at
this juncture whether the works will operate
next year, or what will happen, no select
committee drawn  from members of this
House, having no experience of the business,
would be able to assist to answer the ques-
tion. It is for the Minister to decide these
matters with the scurces of information and
advice at his dispesal. I want to remind the
hon, member that even though - the works are
not running this year, and though the pas-
toralists are left with stock on their hands,
this i3 not the only instance of its kind in
Australia. Practically all over Australia
where meat works are operating, a similar
state of affairs prevails, The Fremantle
works erected by and under the surervision
of eapable and expert business men, free en-
tirely from the influence of red tape or de-
partmental control, we are informed on the
authority of Mr., Monger, who I concede is
a very shrewd and capable bnsiness man, will
probably not be able to operate this year be-
cause the bottom is out of the market and
the future is altogether uwncertain, What
assistance woulid a seleet committee be on
such a gquestion as this?  Could they pro-
phesy what the cowdition of the meat market
will he 12 months hence! Could they advise
the Minister "that he eould go safely ahead
hecause they could foresee a profitable market
for meat in 12 meonths’ time! Tt is of no
use appointing select committees unless they
can be of some value to the House. 1 agree
entirely with the objeetions raised by the
Premier to this motion. Tt is not warranted.
A seleet committee eannot be of any use; it
cannot achieve any purpose of valie to the
House, to the works, or to those affected by
the operations of the works., 1 commend the
lion, mewmber for his all-embracing interest in
the various industries of the State, T am
satisfied that he is actuated by the best of
motives in wishing to see these works—even
though they may be situated in the far north
—placed on a sound footing just as he would
be if the works were situated in the South-
West or in his own constituency. But the
hon. member will not achicve any purpose of
value hy urging his motion. Al the informa-
tion he desires is already available. As to
the future, it is for the management of the
works to make recommendations to the Min-
ister, and a scleet committee would not he in
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a position to know a3 much as the manager
of the works and the Minister charged with
the responsibility of controlling the works.

AMr, ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.58]: The
memhber for Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) made
a complaint that he could not obtain from
the mannger of the Wyndham Meat Works
any information regarding the running of
the works. T would like to put one view he-
fore the House and that e the pogition of the
manager. The manager is in a most delicate
position. T feel perfeetly sure that he'is do-
ing his utmost to ensure that these works will
bo operating during the coming scason. When
a man is placed in charge of a business such
as this, it is absolutely necessary at times to
observe the closest secrecy regarding any
negotintions which he is condueting.  There
are delicate contracts to be entered into;
there is the Fnglish market to be earefully
eonsidered; there are negotiations for labour
anil material, and if all this information is

given to the House or to the publig,
it will probably jeopardise the suwccess-
ful operation of the works later on,

I only suggest this heeanse it represents in-
fermation which was given tn me by meat
people in Alelbourne only a month ago. They
said, *'We are sorry we cannot give yvou too
much information, beeause you are touching
npon deliente points, and if we are to gef
our meat works opened dwring the coming
season we have to be eareful as to what in-
formation gets out.’”’ T have mever men-
tione] the matter to the manager of the
Wyndham Meat Worlks, and T am merely
basing my ideas on what was said to me in
Melbourne, Ts it fair to ask Mr, MeGhie,
who is doing his utmost to get the Wyndham
Meat Works re-opened, and to eonduet sue-
cessful negotintions to that end, to divulge
information at the present time? Tt is not
the right thing to do. Tt is said that it
i3 a dreadfnl thing for the State that the
Wyndham Meat Works are not open. When
T was in Melbonrne T consulted with some
of the largest meat people there, and told
them of our diffienlties in Carnarvon. They
said to me, ‘7 You ean tell vour directors that
they are very Incky, and that we know of many
other meat works which are not only ready
ta open, but have negotiated for their stock
aml engaged their labhonr. Your loss in not
heing able to operate just now is your first
loss and your last loss, whereas others are
lInsing in dircetions in which yon have not
lost anxthing.””  With the present abnormal
conditions of the meat market we have to
put up with the faet that the Wyndhaum
Ment Works arc closed down for this year,
We should o nothing to hamper the Minister,
in eharge or the management of the works in
making o swecessful start, it possible, next
year,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair,)

Mon. W,
mantle) [H.2]:

ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
More criticism has heern

Hin

levelled at the Wymilham Meat Works than
at any other works that have been started
in the Stiate, This eriticism has been going
on ever ginge the works were commenced. T
am rather surprised that the member for
Sussex shonld have moved a motion of thia
tescription. T thought he had better judg-
ment and knew more abent the position than
to have done so.

Mr. Pickering: Yo ean say what yon

like. :
Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN: The member for
Kimberley made some reference the other

evening to these works, and te the position of
the eattle growers in not being able to dis-
posc of their eattle. T wounld point out that
a private eompany wonld not have paid any-
thing for their ecattle until they had ae-
quired them, The Government, however, have
gone to the assistanee of the cattle owners in
making them an advance upon their beasts.
The Wyndham Mcat Works are not the only
works which have cost more money than was
anticipated. During the past five or six years
there is scareely a completed work which has
net cost more than was thought - at the outset.
[t may he said that in many eases they have
enst double the original estimate,

The Premier: Quite that!

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: ‘Vhen Lhe matter
was under disenssion before, T interjeeted
that when Vestey Bros. commenced their
works they calendated upon an expenditore
of £100,000, snd when later on they wrote
to the Government of Western Australia
they stated that ihe works were costing
£300,000, aud were not half completed. There
we have an Anglo-American firm, well versed
in the construetion of sueh works and the
conduck of such a husiness, execeeding by
three times the estimated cost of the under-
taking. These works alse are closed down.

The Premier: Their works enst far more
than ours did,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The member for
Sussex snys, “HBhall we write down the works
by such au amonnt that they can he operated
on the eo-operative basis as o payahle con-
cern?’’ T have uot heard anyone sugpest
that the works arc not worth the money that
has becn spent upon thene

Mr. Pickering: Mave yon not lTeard that
they are over-eapitalised?

Hon, W, (" ANGWIN: [ have heard it
suggested that the works are rather too big,
but why write them lown wher they are
standing st their trne vilue?  The hon, mem-
ber must be wwave that there is already in
existenee a co-operative company in Fre-
mantle and cne in Carnarvon, and that in
neither ense can the works be carried on in
o satisfactory manner. The reason for this
is that there is something wrong with the
other side of the world, not within Western
Australin, When T was sailing np the Thames
in February, 1920, | counted 13 steamers
in the river laden with Australian meat. There
was not one cool stornge place in the port of
London where this meat coull be stored;
every place was full. Mr. Long, the represen-
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tative of the ‘“ Times,’” who accompanied the
Prince of Wales, told me that he hail counted
20 ships the week before. The market was
flooded then as it is now. Tt is impossible to
operate the works unless thev are operated
a1 a joss. The hon. member says that the
works were supposed to have been con-
structed at a cost of £135,000, The officers
of the Govermment said at the time they
could not he constructed for anything like
that amount.

AMr. Pickering:  That was the amount of
the tender.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: T do not want to
go into that matter now. Sinee then the cost
of everything has gone up eonsiderably. T
would have no objection to the information
that is sought for being given if i% wonld do
any good, but 1 d¢ not think sneh would be
the case. Ti is a great mistake to change
one’s manager, cspeeially when he happens
to be a4 good man. The manager who was
first appointed came here with the highest
credentials. He bad been in charge of works
in Queensland and had constructed works for
American eompanies. 1 believe he was fully
gualified to conduct the Wwvndham  Mesnt
Works, A change, however, was made. When
such a change is made and the works are not
completed, there is generally some com-
plaint  about evervthing that is done in
order  to  show that the oflier man
was wrong, and that this was a reason for
some inereased expenditure. Further, it is
not advisable, in conmection with works
surh as these, to have two public works de-
partmeants, One should be quite sufficient.
Mr, Tindale, the engincer for the North,
kuows all about that part of the State. and
there is ne neeessity for the Agrienltural
Department to start another public works
braneh, in order to earrv out some works
which  have ordinarily been under the
supervision of Mr. Tindale. T ngree with
the Premier that a good deal of the matter
asked for could be given by way of answers
to questions. There is no wnecessity for a
scleet committee to tell us that the bottom
has fallen out of the meat market, We
know that the market is flooded and that
the price of Australian meat in London to-
day is about 414d. per Ib. Tt is uinpossible
for the Government to get high prices for
their meat here. or to operate the works
successfullv under present eonditions. Im-
mediately the market improves T believa the
Government will make an endeavour to re-
opeu the works in order to relieve the posi-
tion of the stockholders in the Wimberleys.

- Tt will be their duty to do thiz and T be-
Tieve it is their intention to do so, T will,
therefore, vote ngainst the motion.

Mr. DURACK (Kimberlev) [9.11]: I en-
dorse the remarks which have been made
akount the serionsness of the position in the
North, but T do not say that the Govern-
ment are to be blamed for it. The Leader
of the Opposition has said that this condi-
tion applies the world over, We cannot
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market our stock anywhere. Some reflee-

‘tion has been made upon the management

for neglect to supply certain information,
When T have asked the Minister for the
North-West for information, T have always
been given it, and have received an assur-
ance from him that the management will ag
all times be ready to supply me with what-
cver particulars I require. T appreciate the
aftitude of the member for Sussex in his
desire to obtnin information respecting the
Wyndham Mecat Works, but fail to see that
a sélect committee can throw any light
upon the subjeet. What we are principally
concerned about is the management of the
works to the hest advantage of the State,
and if possible to cffect a reduction in the

cost, A sclect committee, however, eannot
throw mueh light on  that point. A
mueh  better method would bhe for the

pastoralists to discuss the matter with the
management. By this means mueh more
good could he effected than by a sclect com-
mittee. The member for Pilbara, in the
remarks he made, forgets that in normal
times we could freeze and ship for about
1d. or 1%4d. per lb., whereas it now costs a
som greatly exceeding that to send the
product Home. I do not agree with the
member for Gaseoyne as to the necessity
for observing so much secrecy in  these
matters. There may be certain details which
have to be kept secret, but I do not think
there is any need for any particular secrecy.
Most of the details of the meat trade are
known 1o the cattle raisers. I believe the
Government are anxious to do what they
can to assist the settlers in the North when
the time arrives for them to do so. °~ The
settlers there owe certain thanks to the
Government, who have come te their assist-
ance in advancing money upon the cattle
they now hold. They are, therefore, just ag
much concerned as are the scitlers in
hoping that the works will shortly be re-
opened.

Mr. LAMBERT ({‘oolgardie) [9.15]: I
have listened to mueh and have read mueh
regarding the Wyndham Meat Works, and,
as a result, it seems to me that the sed
poliev of the pastoralists of this State, side
by side with denouneing the works at every
possible turn, is to make cvery cndeavour
to get hold of them. The member for Kim-
berley (Mr. Durack) may swmile,

Mr. Pickering: We ave getting some light
or the subject now,

Mr. LAMBERT: There was certainly not
a yrreat deal of light thrown on the snbjeet
by the mover of the motion. One effect of
the debate has heen to eause the spokesman
of the northern pastoralists, the member for
Kimberley, to disclose his hand.

Ton. T'. Collier: The unseen hand,

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. Tt appears te me
that the Wyndham Meat Works should be
dealt with in common with our other State
trading concerns. T¢ should be the set poliey
of the Government either to run those con-
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cerng or not run them. The policy of
hypocrisy and sham should not be earried
any further. The matter has gone beyond
a joke, or I may sav that -it is now a joke
which the eountry is paying heavily for.
Unless we ean get an outraged public to
express their indignation and to show the
Government that they will not have this
toying with millions of public money, the
present policy will continue. It is now due
from the CGovernment to make a definite
pronouncement of their poliey regarding
State frading concerns. The State has

cpormous sums of money invested in them, .

and the Premier as a business man should
kuow that the least possible advantage the
people can derive, directly or indirectly,
from those concerns is this indefinite policy
of drift on the part of Ministers who are
without the neeessary courage to tell the
electors whether the State should or should
not eontinue to run the eoncerns. If it is
the policy of the Governmnent, as expressed
by the Premicr two or three years ago, to
sell the State trading concerns

The Premier: Will you buy them?

Mre LAMBERT: That depends upon the
terms on which the Premier will sell them.
I know very well that there are in this State
at the present moment people prepared, if
not to buy, at all events to lease them on
terms whieh woulidl prove Infinitely better for
the taxpayers of this State than the manner
in which the concerns are being condueted at
the present time,

The Premier:
now, are you?

Alr. LAMBERT: XNo. T am not going to
put them up to auction; T want the Premier
te de that. The trouble is that the hon. gen-
tleman has put his own policy and the poliey
of his party up to auction, and that the people
of Western Australia have bid at auetion for
the policy of the Government.

The Premier: They got a good bargain,

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes; they got a good
bargain in the shape of the financial drift
so ecvident throughout the State to-day, and
espeeially permeating the Government depart-
ments, and, in the most singular manner, the
State trading concerns,

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
econverns are all right.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not saying whether
they are all right, or whether they are all
wrong. I am mercly pointing out that the
taxpayers of Western Australin have had to
pay for them.

Houn. W. C. Angwin: They have not had to
pay for those concerns. Thosc concerns have
not cost the taxpayers anything,

AMr. LAMBERT: The taxpayers are com-
mitted to the extent of the capital outlay in-
volved, and are to-day finding interest and
sinking fund, in respect of that outlay, from
the Consolidated Revenne of this State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Ng, they are not.

Aly. LAMBERT: To a considerable extent
they are,

You are not auctioning them

The State trading
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Hon. W. C.-Angwin: Nothing of the kind.
The State trading concerns lave contributed
nearly £300,000 to the Comsolidnted Revenue
of this State. .

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not geoing te diseuss
that matter in detail with the hon, member,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: I will give it to you
in black and white.

Mr. LAMBERT: That particular matter
iz of little eoncern to wme for the moment.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We are

cessing the Wyndham Meat Works.

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not wish the hon.
member to take up time in reading things
which occasionally he does not understand,

Hon, W. C. Augwin: I understand them;
¥you do not read them.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not want the hon,
member to get warm about the matter, or to
trouble himsclf about what T read or under-
stand. The Government are in charge of the
affairs of this State for the time being—only
for the time being—and while they are there
they should make some clear and definite
prononncement as to whether it is theiv policy
that the State trading concerns should eon-
tiriee or ccase.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
disposing of them.

Mr. LAMBERT: Some little time ago the
Government sought statutory authority to
dispose of any State trading concern by reso-
lution of both Houses. They can act upon
those lines at auy time. When the Covern-
ment went to the country it was their express
policy to sell or lease the State trading con-
cerns at the earliest possible moment. How-
ever, nothing has been done. The managers
and foremen of those concerns, right down to
the chap who sweeps ont the oliice, do not
know whether it is the policy of the Govern-
ment that the concerns should conmtinue for
another week or another year, The member
for Kimberley (Mr. Durack) is quite right
in the position he takes. That hon, member,
together with many other men in the North,
iz concerned in the Wyndham Meat Waorks.
However, he is not more concerned in them
than are the general publie. I comsider that
he, as a Government supporter, should declare
that the time has passed for the Governmeat
to dilly-dally with the question. it is no use
having select committecs or Royal Comunis-
sions to inquire into past history, as, for in-
stance, whether the works have cost too much
or not. The works are there, and the people
of this State "arc committed to the ecapital
expenditure. The works should he continned,
either by the State of Western Australia or
by private enterprise.

Hon. W. C. Anpgwin: The Government are”
committed te econtinue them until Parliament
decides vwpon some other course of action.

Mr. LAMBERT: Truc. But, as a fact,
owing to the haphazard, hesitating policy of
the Government in this regard, the pastoral-
ists of Western Australiz now do not know
for one day or for one week ahead whether
the Wyndham Mecat Works are going to be

dis-

There is uo intention of
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controlled by the Government or nmot. The
same thing ean be said of the State Imple-
ment Works. Some little time age it was
stated that the Westralian Farmers TLitd. de-
sited the control of that undertaking.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Westralian
Farmers wounld control the country if given
the chauce.

Mr. LAMBERT: TFurther, it has becn sug-
gested that the brickmakers of this State
would like to bhave the Government brick-
works,

The Premier:
Meat Works?

Mr. LAMBERT: Tf the hon, gentleman
could make up his mind as to what he is go-
ing to do with those works, there would he
no occasion now for me to speak. T recop-
nise that under present conditions there are
insuperable difficulties in the way of making
any definite pronouncement as to when opera-
tions can be resumed at Wyndham, But what
T am concerned about just now is whether
the Government are going to run those works,
or whether private enterprise is going to do
s0. Undoubtedly the Government could lease
the works to-morrow. If they ean make up
their minds as to what is their policy in this
connection, they can lease the works immedi-
ately. There is a man in the State who is
prepared to lease the works.

Mr. Money: Will you suppert their
leased ¥

Mr. LAMRERT: No, flatly, I will not:
but T want to know whether the Government
will suppert it, in accordance with their
policy as far as we understand it and as far
as the people of the country have had an
opportunity of understanding it.

The Premier: This is the first I have heard
ahout leasing. What about this friend of
yourg?

Mr, LAMBERT: The man is not a friend
of mine, but T know that he is here and
that he is prepared to lease the works.

The Minister for Agrieunlture: At his own
price, of course.

Mr., LAMBERT: T am not going to dis-
cuss that matter. T do not know anything
ahout the price. Let the Minister find that
out. With all due regard for the member for
Sussex  (Mr, Pickering) and his desire to
abtain information, T {do not think a seleet
committee wonld de much good. T am quite
prepared to helieve every word that the Pre-
mier has said as to the member for Sussex
or any other member heing in a position to
ohtain any information that could be oh-
tained hy a seleet committee. What I wish
tn point out is that (Government supporters.
if they are true to the mandate which thex
reeeived from the eountry, should obtain
from the Premier a definite pronouncement
as to whether these trading comeerns are to
be continued as State concerns or as private
concerns.  The people of the ecountry are
entitled to know that.

Mr. Mamm: Ts this an opportune time to
say? :

Mr. LAMBFRT: Absclutely opportune.

That about the Wyndham

being
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Mr. Manu: With such a market as exists
now?

Mr. LAMBERT: The market, ag the hon.
member knows, will not alter in the slightest
degree either this year or next year.

Mr. Mann: The state of the market must
affeet the value of the works.

Mr. LAMBERT: XNot to any extent
People know very well that the market will
heeome normal again. Let hon. members

consider the large meat works of the Eastern
States and New Zealand. As soon as the
market becomes normal again, those works

-will resume their aectivitics on the same basis

as in pre-war days. Of course, until eon-
ditions do return to normal, the works will
nat bhe required to a large extent. But one
does not see the owners of freezing works in
the Eastern States and New Zealand putting
them up to auction. Mr. Angas, the pro-
prietor of those huge meat works in Mel-
Lbourne, has not put them up to auction.

Mr. Mann: He has closed them down, any-
WY,

Mr, LAMBERT: If the hon. member will
close down for a minute or twe, he will learn
something, T will at all events try to teach
him hig obligations to the electors.

Mr. Mann: If you are a good teacher, T
will prove a good pupil.

Mr, LAMBERT: The farmers and pas-
toralists of this State, who are directly and
indirectly interested in- the Wyndbam Meat
Works to a very large extent, are entitled to
know the settled poliey of the Government.
However, 1 consider that no good purpose
will be served by carrving the motion. TLet
us hope that some definite decision will be
arrived at by the Government, and that the
everlasting bickering between Ministers will
now cease, We had a spectacle of it only the
other night, when the Minister for Works, in
a most vigorous, not to say infuriated, speech,
defended his attitnde towards the State Tm-
plement Works, Almost in the same breath,
however, the Minister declared that he would
sell those works at the enarliest possible
mement.  Faney requiring the manager of
those works fo get the best out of his lien-
tenants and his men, all of them knowing
full well that the Government policy is fo
dispose of the works! T the Government
nolicy is to sell the State trading conceros,
the House should know, That is the onlv husi-
nesslike way of dAning business.  Finally, let
e again cxpress the hope that Government
sunporters will demand of Ministers that the
policy of Arift in connection with the State
trading coneerns shall eease, and cease at
anee, and that the people shall know whether
they are to he committed to aetively operat-
ing the State trading concerns.

Mr. PICKERING  (Susséx—in  reply)
[9.307: Tf T might say so without disrespeat
to this House, the proceedings to-night re-
mind me very much of a mutnal admiration
society. We have the Premier speaking to
my motion and intimating that if I put it in
the form of a reguest for a return, T will
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get the iuformation 1 seek. Tt tukes me baek
to the time when I was new to this Asggembly,
ami when T thonght [ could get information
by way of questions.  Members will perhaps
remember that [ asked 87 questions at one
sitting.  On that orcasion 1 enrned the nick-
name of **the member for P'ickering Brook,””
awarded me by the wmember for Kanowna
{Hou. T. Walker). 1in response to the 87
questions [ got 87 futilities in reply. I will
not submit myself to a like procedure on this
oceasion. | am surprised at a member with
the Parliamentary expecience of the Leader
of the Oppesition, toutending that I ecould
get satisfaction by asking questions.

Hon. P. Colier: 1 said 1 eould get any
information 1 desired in the form of a ques-
tion,

Mr. PICKERING: It seoms strange to me
that we should have the Premier adopting
this attitwde regarding the Wyndham Meat
Works in view of the methods he pursued in
the past. Tt is absurd to say that I ean get
any such information as T desire regarding
the management hy way of question, instead
of by way of the inquiry T suggest.

Hon. P. Collier:  You ¢onld get the neces-
sary information from Ministers during the
debate on the Estimates.

Mr. PICKERING:
knows T could not get anything of the sort.

Ton. P. Collier: You could get any infor-
mation you required then, just as you ecould
from a seleet enmmittec.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Have von
tried first hand? i

The hon. membar

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member must aldress the Chair., I will

sce that he gets protection.

M PICKERING: T shall have to ask for
profection from the Minister for Agrienlture,
Tt seems to me that if the Premier or the
Leader of the Opposition thinks he can
throw dust in the eyes of the people as
sugrested to-night, they are very much mis-
taker, Tf members of this Flouse think this
is nt a pertinent inquiry, they have neo
appreciation of the fecling th roughont West-
ern Australia regarding the Wyndham Meat
Works,

Mon. . Collier: How da vou know what
the feeling ig?

Mr. PICKERING: Trom contact with the
lewding business people in the State,

fTon. P. Collier: The wsual kerbstone in-
formation!

Mr. PICKERING: Call it what vou like:
that casts no-reflection mpan  the people
givine me the information.

Mon. . Collier: Tt is a fact.

Mr. PICRERING: People want to know
what rhe Government are going to do with
these works, )

The Minister for Agrieulture: And they
ge to vou to ask you to get the information.

Mr. PICKERING: Thev do not come to
me for that purpose. 1 have more intelli-
gence than the Minister for Agricnlture
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the mem-
ber for Bussex to refrain from these re-
marks; he must address the Chair,

Mr. PICKERING: I ask for protection
from the Minister for Agriculture.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: These interjec.
tions must cease.

Mr. PICKERING: Notwithstanding what
may be said to the contrary it is imposaible
to get information in this Chamber from
Ministers.

Hon, D, Collier: That s not correet.

Mr. PICKERING: T make that statement
with a full sense of my responsibilities.

Hon, P. Collier: You mnst have heen very
unfortunate,

Mr. PICKERING: A prominent feature
of the Premier's diseourses since the session
opened, has been the contention that the
position of the trading concerns and public
utilities has resulted in the increase in the
deficit,

The Premier: I said it was largely due to
the public utilities.

Hon. P. Collier: Do yeu think the appoint-
ment of this select committee will help?

Mr. PICKERING: It might assist in that
direetion.

Mr. Simons: Would you send the sclect
committee to Wyndham?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, if neeessary. The
Premier has laboured the question of the
loss on these trading concerns. It wonld he
for the select committee to bring forward
a definite proposition as to the best course
to he pursued in connection with these
worlks,

Hou. P. Collier: That is for the House to
detcrmine and not the select committec.

Mr. PICKERING: The select committee
will report to the House,

Hon, P. Collier: The House is capable of
pronouncing on that question.

Mr, PICEERING: The House cannot very
well express an opinion unless the course [
suggest is pursued.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not so. The hon,
member can force an expression of opinion
if he likes to do so. All e has to do is in
move that the meat works be disposed of
and he ean get an expression of opinion.

Mr. PICKERING: Members have on sev-
eral oceasions advocated a seleet commitiee
or a Royal Commission to discuss such mat-
ters as the dismissal of a eivil servant.

Hon, P, Collier: T have never moved for
a select committee. The hon. member hqs
moved for more select ecommittces this
session than I have during the last 16 years.

Mr. PICKERTNG: When it comes to a
question of £900,000 of the people’s money
Iving idle at the Wyndham Meat Works, T
am told that we must not consider the ques-

tion. I am told that the information can
be obtained by way of a question
and that the appointment of a select

committee should not be considered. In-
formation dealing with the management
and business transactions cannot he elicited
by means of any form of question. The
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only way the country ean know the true
position is by way of a searching inquiry
into the whole question. When I first dealt
with this question T moved for a Roval Com-
mission hecanse I thought that was the
proper course to pursue. T was advised by
several members that the proper way was
to apply for a select committee. lu my
unwisdom, T changed the form of the
wmetion from a request for n Roval Commis-
sion to one for a select committee, If I
made a mistake, T am sorry. T hope the
prople of this State will vealise that if they
desire to get satisfaction in such a matter,
pressure has to be brought to bear upon the
Government, The member for North-East
Fiemantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) suaid some-
thing about the cost of the Wyndham Meat
Works, and T interjected that the works
were  over-cupitalised.  The source from
-whieh .I obtained my information as to the
anmount necessary to be written down in
order to bring the works to a payable basis,
was Pearse’s work entitled ““The Meat
Fature of the World.’” Tpon the informa-
tion T gleaned from that book, I fixed the
sum whieh was necessary to he written
down to cnable the works to he operated
with profit, at from £350.000 to £400,000,
It eannot be alleged that T have heen adve-
cating the interests of anyvone. In the past,
in presenting motions to the House, T have
experieniced all sorts of nasty insinuations
a5 to how I got my information and as to
the courge T advocated. T am never
ashamed te advocate publicly anvthing I
bring forward in this Chamber. I obtain
information by all the legitimate means at
my disposal. T has been difficnlt to get the
information, but T have not spared myself
in the task of procuring it in a Jegitimate
way, by studying returns and every other
information possible to obtain. As to the
writing down of these works, I contend
that by doing so to an extent which would
enahle us to work them or lease them,
whether to a co-operative company or some
other company, we would be doing some-

thing to relieve the State of part of the -

defieit.

The Premicr: Do vou think we counld get
any vompany to lease them?

M. PICKRRING: Let us trv. That is
one aspeet regarding whieh T desire a select
committee to seek information with a view
to ascertaining the hest means of relieving
the burden which is oppressing the State at
present.  ft has been said that the Govern-
ment side of the House has a definite policy
recarding the State trading concerns, T very
mucle donbt it

Hon, 7, Collier: 1 think your main diffi-
enlty is that you have no faith in the Gov-
erament at all

A, PICKERING: The hon. member can
think anxthing he likes.

Won, T, Collier: Al vour argnments tend
that way.
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Mr. PICKERING: T am arguing that the
vonlition of the works neressitates this in-
yuiry.

ilon. 1. Collier:
have no polivy.

Mr. PICKERING: 7 sayv there is a con-
spiracy in this House to defeat any inquiry.
No cue wants an inquiry. ILet us go on
dritting: it does net matter. Do not let us
take any steps to rid ourselves of ocur diffi-
enlries,

Alr. O'Loghlen:  On with the dance!

AMr. PICKERING: Tt does not seem to
maffer a ‘‘tuppenny’’ damn ; the people
have to pay.

Hon, P. Collier: On with the dance of
death; we are jazzing to oternity.

Mr, PICKERING: 1 feel that T have no
hope of sccuring the appeintment of a ‘seleet
commitiee. © T have had an opportunity of
saving what I fhink about the Wyndham
Meat Works, T have had an opportunity of
telling the country what T think.

Ion. P, Collier: And the country is un-
concerned. :

AMr, PICKERING:
country wiil know
man in the Honse,

Mr, O'Loghlen:
discover that faet,

Mr, PICKERING: So long as I represent
my constituents in this House T will deal
with the affairs of the eountry as T deem
best.  Jf there is anything wrong with the
state of Demmark, T will bring the matter
forward, and endeavour to clepr up the posi-
tion in the best interests of Western Auns-
tralia,

Question put and negatived.

You say the Government

It does not matter; the
that there is an honest

And it is something to

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

RETURN--PUBLIC SERVICE.
Cost of Holiday and Other Leave.

Debate resumed from 7Tth September on
following motion by My, A, Thomson:—

That a return he 1aid upan the Table of
the Heuse showing—(a) The total cost to
the State for the vear ended the 30th June,
1921, for amnual holiduys for State em-
Povees (exclusive of the Railway Depart-
ment): (h) The rost for the same period
for long service leave; (¢) The cost for the
spme peried for sick leave,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
Northam) [92.42]: T do not know that there
is much objection to the hon. member secur-
ing the information asked for, but I do not
kuow that when he gets the information, it
will be of much use to him. The question of
leave is a fixed thing and if the hon. mem-
her desires to know all about it, hie ean take
the Tublic Berviee List and work out just
what happens. There are some civil servants
of course, who do not take their long service
leave. At any rate, the question of leave
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is part of the terms of employment of each
civil servant. In addition to long service
leave, there is annual leave, with ecertain
other leave during the year. The position, 1
think, is fairly well understood by the
House. If the member wishes to get the in-
formation, I have no ohjection to supplying
i.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[9.44]: T endorse the attitude adopted by
the Leader of the Opposition when this mo-
tion was introduced. TIf it is furnished as
desired by the hon. member it will only be
misleading and give the public an entirely
wrong impression, especially so far as it re-
fers to the total eost to the State for the
venr ended 30th June, 1921, for annual holi-
Aavs for State employces, exclugsive of the
Railway Department. That will mean that for
everv week's holiday a State employee has,
the returr will show that weck as valued ac-
ectding to the salary received by the indi-
vidual ecivil servant. That will be entirely
misleading, because there are many depart-
ments where no extra hands are employed, in
order to relieve members of the staff, who
are on annual leave. The men who are not on
leave earry on the work and if it is not done,
the civil servant who is absent has to attend
to it when he returns from his  holidays.
To be fair at all, a further return would
have to be compiled showing the perind of
overtime worked by the public servants
in catching up arrears which had accrued
while they were away from office. It would
run into a considerable fignre, Why is com-
plaint made that annual leave is given? It
appears to me it is in order to show, if
possible, thai the State is paying something
it should not be called upon to pay. As n
matter of fact, all these so-called conces-
sions are taken into account when the
salaries and conditions of employment are
fixed. But can it be argued that it is only
public servants who enjoy those conditions?
I de not call them concessions, or cven
privileges. They are absolute rights. It is
time all employces throughout the State re-
ceived at least a fortnight’s holiday per
annum. In recent years the Arbitration
Conrt has taken that stand, and Mr, Justice
Burnside in particular has often told the
employers appearing before the eourt that
it was only a husiness proposition that they
should give their staffs a fortnight’s annual
leave. sinee they would be more than repaid
for the time lost, by the improved efliciency
of the emplovee on his return, Scores of
classes of private employeecs now receive
annual leave cqual to, and in some instances
bevond, the period granted to publie ser-
vants. All shop assistants, all waitresses in
houses open seven days a week, all barbers,
barmen and bharmaids, all employed in the
printing trade, and in nearly all the indus-
tries that have heen before the court in
recenk vears, now reccive annual leave,
Why, then, are the public servants singled
ont in this motion? What is the objeet in
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holding them up to the public gaze by
attempting to show that the annual leave
granted to them represents a cost of such
and such a sumf It is merely to create
public prejudice against public servants,
and try to make it appear that the State
ig carrying a burden which it should not be
asked to carry. No return prepared under
paragraph {a) can show the true position;
it can only show the value of the holidays
in terms of the weekly wages. Such a re-
turn would be entirely misleading and
would give a false impression to the publie.
I move an amendment—

That paragraph (a) be deleted.

My, Chesson; Enock out the whole of the
motion.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We will knoek it out
piecemeal, deleting paragraph (a) for a
start.

On motion by Mr. Angelo, debate ad-
journed.

RETURN—RAILWAYS, PRIVILEGE
AND FREE PASSES.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from 7th September of the debate on the
following motion by Mr. A. Thomson:—

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing—(a) The cost to
the Railway Department for privilege
tickets for the year ended 30th Juze,
1921; (b) The cost of free passes issued
to railway employees for the same period;
(e) The cost of free passes over interstate
railways; (d) The cost to the Railway De-
partment for annual holidays for the same
period; (e) The cost of payment for sick
leave; (f) The cost of free passes for
members of Parliament,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

RETURN—UNIMPROVED LAND.

Order of the Day rcad for the resumption
from 7th September of the debate on the
following motion by Mr. A. Thomson:—

That a reburn be laid apon the Table of
the Touse showing the- area of un-
improved land held privately or hy the
CGovernment within seven miles of exist-
ing railways.

Question put and negatived.

MOTION—FEDERATION AND THE
STATT.
To Tnquire by Seleet Committee.
Dehate resumed from 7th September on the
following motion by Mr. Angelo:—

That in the opinion of this Tlouse it isde-
sirable in view of the contemplated conven-
tion to review the Tederal Constitution, that
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a joint seleet committee of both Houses of
the Western Australian Parliament be ap-
pointed to inguire as to the cffect of the
Federal ecompact has had upon the finances
and industries of Western .Australia, and
to advise as to what amendments of the
Constitution are desirable in the interests
of the State.

The MINISTER TPOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan— Albany) [9.52]: The question re-
quires o little consideration. Naturally, from
the poing of view of the Government, it wonld
be very desirable to hand over to a sclect
committee fhe responsibility of considering
this matter. But it is altogether too im-
portant a question to permit of the Govern-
ment  shirking any of their responsibility.
They must have available all information de-
sired in order to protect the interests of the
State in reuzard to the fortheoming convention
to be appointed to deal with the Tederal
Constitution, Personally I have no objection
to the appointment of a select committee, but
I venture te say that all the information they
will obtain is already available in the de-
partments.  Other than that, the most they
cculd hope to secure would be expressions of
opinion by individual citizens, which might
or might not be of value. The Government
already have available, to be submitted
through the convention, or any other channel,
the case for Western Australia. T do not
think anybody suggests that we shounld in any
way attempt to secede from the ederation,
While we may feel that we have not been
treated by the Federal anthorities as well as
we ought to have been, that they have not
taken into consideration that we have a huge
territory to develop, and that we gave up the
Customs and many other privileges in order
tu join the Federal bond, yet in my opinion
tu talk secession at this stage of onr history
is merely to heat the air.

Mr. Angelo: You will have the ‘‘Sunday
Pimes®'’ saying, ‘‘Buck wup, Scaddan, buek
up.’’

I"1"]1.': AMINISTER FOR MINES: A far
greater personage than [ onec said, ¢‘ Abuse
me if you will, appland me il you so desire,
but for God’s sake don’t ignore me.’’ T do
ot at all mind if the ““‘Sunday Times’’
wishes to talk “‘ Buck up, Seaddan’’; perhaps
it will help them gell their issues if they talk
ahout e, But if they suggest “*buek up’’
to the memher for Gascoyne, T would advise
them to cry, ‘“Roll on, brother.”” As T have
said, T have no objeetion to the select com-
mittee, but I do not think they will get the
information they expeet, They will not be
able to present the case for Western Australia
any better than will the Government.  The
hon. member can rest assured that the Gov.
crnment will not withhold anything likely to
put our pesition hefore the convention in a
manner ealculated to induce the Federal Par-
liament to do what is right by this State.

Hon. P. COLLIER (TRoulder) [9.537]: In
the final analysis of any consideration of this
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question, the responsibility of preparing the
ease for Western Australia must rest on the
Government. The Government, with the
assistnnce of the expert departinental officers,
who have access to all the information, are in
the best position to compile the case for the
State. [In that respeet T o not think a select
committee would be of much assistance, that
it would unearth any additional facts, or in
any way strengthen the case for Western
Australia as against the treatment rececived
at the hands of the Federal Parliament. But
I think there would be this advantaze in
hiwving the matter inquired into hy a seleet
committee composed of menmbers of the
Houwse: that any report or recommemndation
made by the commiftee would necessarily
carry more weight, would impress not oaly
the people of this State but the people of the
other Siates as well, to a greater extent than
would any report ecompiled by a departmental
oflicer.  We have already a most excellent re-
port campiled by Mr. Owen. BRut, as [ say,
any finding by a seleet committee wonld get
greater publicity and would carry greaier
weight than would a report by any Govern-
ment officer. T support the motion on those
gronnds: not that T think it would result
in the sceuring of any more information than
we alrendy have, but that it would strengthen
our eare in thig direetion I have indicated.
Tt would bring the whole question promin-
ently under the notiee of the electors of this
State aml of other States, too, and it would he
well at this juncture, secing that we are ap-
proaching the time when we must elect dele-
gates to the convention to consider the whole
of the Federal Constitution, for we eannot
have too much publicity given to the case as
it affects Western Australin. T have no de-
sire to go over the ground covered in this
House and outside of it in reeent years with
regard to the treatment received by this State
fram (he Federal authoritiesa. I know from
my own personal expericnee, as does cvery-
one who has been 2 memher of the Min-
istry during the past 10 years, that we have
had anvthing but a fair deal in many re-
speets from the Federal authorities. T do
not charge the men who eomprice the Tederal
avthority with any lack of sympathy towards
Western Australin, T do not eharge them
with being nneoncerned regarding the welfare
of this cutpost of the Commonwealth, Tt is
only natural that when most of a man’s time
is gpent in a copital city such as Metbourne,
he hecomes a ecreature of his environment
and is unconsciously biassed in favour of the
State in which he is Living, Swneh men are
living in an atmosphere into which Western
Australia does not enter. They do not read
the Western Aunstralinn newspapers cxten-
sively, but they read every morning the point
of view presented to them hy the daily
paners of Melbourne and Sydney, and in the
course of long vears of residence in the Fast-
ern States, although they may pay an ocea-
sional visit to Western Australiaz, their point
of vipw hecomes coloured hv their immediate
surroundings.  The resnlt has becn that a
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great deal of legislation and administration
has heen centred where the power and in-
fluenee in nombers, money, and otherwise, are
found, namely, in Melbourne and  Sydney,
and the ouwtlying portiens of the Conunon-
wealth, such as Western Australia, and to a
lesser degree some of the other States, have
received very little consideration indeed. Con-
sequently, I think it would be well to ap-
point a seleet committee.
made famous by the Premicr many vears ago
when he was defending a elauvse in a Bill
which it was hard to defend by argnment, ho
finally, in sheer desperation, declared, ‘It
will do no harm, anvhow.’” The hon. mem-
ber had failed to convince the House that it
would do any good, and as a last resort, he
pleaded that it could do no harm. I do not
take the view that this committee will merely
do no harm. I think that it will do a great
amount of good, and that the House will ho
wise to agree to the motion moved by the
member for Gascoyne.

The PREMIER (FHen. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) [10.4]: I am of opinien that a
select committee such as has been suggested
might accomplish a great deal of good, The
convention will meet, T hope, within the next
six months; T do not think it will meet carl-
jer. We in this State shall have to clect
representatives, I do not know exactly
by what means they will be eiected, but it is
quite possible they will be clected by the
people. TIf this is se, it is quite pessible that
members of Parliament may be chosen as dele-
gates, and such a choice would be a wise one,
because the, men herc know just what the
effect of Federation has been on this State.
This convention will be a ecold-blooded busi-
ness. When the previous convention met, its
duty was to frame the Constitution and bring
Federation into existence. AWe have had some
exporience of Federation, and we know its
disadvantages to the State. We know, too,
that the Federal autherity. was expeeted to
live on the revenue derived from the Customs
tariff.  TIn faet, it was caleulated that the
Customs revenne would provide more than
sufficient, and that from the surplus we wonld
get some return. For some years the Federal
authorities did live fairly economically and
cheaply, but the same cannot be said of re-
cent vears. Not only have we lost praetically
the whole of the Customs revenue, hut the
Federal Government are imposing taxation in
everv possible direction. There is hardly a
channel of taxation of which they have not
availed themselves down to the tax on amuse-
ments. The time has come when the States
will have to put their ease, and put it very
strongly. This State is altogether unde-
veloped. While the Federal Treasurer has a
surplus, and a good hig one, too, it is money
which should be returned to the States under
the agrcement. It was arranged that the sur-
plus should be returned to the States;- vet
we in Western Australia are faced with a de-
ficit.

To use a phrase-

7753

Hon. P. Collier: They have invaded all our
avenues of taxation, and have a surplus.

The PREMIER: The surplus belongs to
the States, and used to be returned to the
States. It ought to be returned to the
States now, because therc ean be no pro-
gress or development in Australia apart
from the States, This being the case, we
ought to put our arguments strongly. To
the revenuc of the Commonwealth, we con-
tribute a considerable amount per head of
the population. We contribute not only the
amounts which are placed on record, but
other amounts by way of Customs duty on
material which is used in Western Aus-
tralia, I do not know exactly what is paid
by our people, but it must be a very con-
siderable amount in the aggregate. We are
entitled to say to the Commonwealth that
in this work of development they should
stand a share. When we bring people Lo
this country, they begin to pay Federal
taxation the moment they Iand at our ports.
As soon as they drink a cup of tea or a
glass of beer, they begin to contribute to
the Federal revenue. From the day they
land they pay Federal taxation, but for a
year or two they contribute very little to
the revenue of the State. Tf we are fo
develop our country, we must defend our
revenues. Members know full well that if
we are going to develop o considerable area
of Jand during the coming year, we shall
have to borrow a large sum of money, and
on that we shall have to pay interest with-
out getting any return at all. If it is to be
spent on settlement in the Wheat Belt, then
for a year or two we shall have nothing
coming in. Though we have to pay interest
on the borrowed money, the settler pays us
nothing during the first few years. I have
already told members how many millions
we shall have to find for the work of
developing the South-West. We are adding
to our interest bill as a result of the money
we are using for this work of development.

. If we have to continne to bear the swhole

of this charge, and if the Federal Treasurer
is going te continue to invade every avenune
of taxation, I do not know what is going
to happen. I shall have to tell the House
in a few days’ time that I am paying a
great deal of interest on money used for
this work of development, expenditure
which cannot bring us a return for a year
or two. We must of necessity continue this
work of development; otherwise we shall
never be able to get out of our finanecial
difficulties. Apart from this consideration,
it i3 our responsibility to continne it. When
we federated we agreed, foolishly I think,
to undertake all the responsibility which
means anything at all te the individual,
while the TFederal Government assumed the
responsibility for defence—whieh it iz true
has proved costly—the Post Offiee, the Cus-
tomg and one or two other things. The rest
of the responsibility is ours, and yet the
Commonwealth ecollect practically all the

Pl



776

money. Federal taxation, too, is on a very
much higher secale thar ours., All these
questions should be looked into carefully.
I think, as the Leader of the Opposition has
remarked, that the information must come
largely from the departments; yet, it will
come with mueh greater force if it has
behind it the authority of a select com-
mittee of Parliament. Then, too, an inquiry
by a seleet committee will also provide an
opportunity for men engaged in our indus-
tries to give evidence. Our farmers who
have to submit to high taxation ou their
agricultural machinery and in other ways
will be able to explain the effect of the
tariff upon their calling, Merchants anl
manttfacturers will have an opportunity to
explain what is standing in the way of
progress, These opportunities will be pro-
vided by the appointment of a select com-
mittee, and [ think that some men outside
of Government departments who have given
attention to these questions, will be rcady,
“to appear and tender evidence, I daresay
we shall get some valuable information in
this way. When the member for Gascoyne
last moved in thig direction——
Mr. Angelo: That was 12 months ago.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is an -

older and wiser man now. I hopc he does
not object to being reminded that he is
older.

Mr. Angelo:
admit it.

The PREMIER: Still the hen. member
Jocks younger. At any rate, I think the
motion now beforc the House is a wise one.
The objeet is to appoint a joint select
committee of the two Houses. I hope that
the members who are appointed to it will
realise the responsibility that develves upon
them. Jt will be eold, hard work, 1f it is to
be of any use, they will have to bring out
hard faets. They must deal with faects,
because their comclusions will be very
closely serutinised by practical Federal
officials anyhow. The task will not be an
easy one; in faet, T think I can say it will be
a very dificult onc, and will be very impor-
tant work. I hope the House will approve of
the motion.

Unfortunately, I have to

Captain CARTER (Leederville) [10.13]:T
think that I am right in assuming, although
none of the previous speakers has mentioned
it, that this select committee will have an
orportunity of preparing the case in defence
or rebuttal of the probable attempt of the
Tederal authorities to cut away or reduce the
eapitation grant. I was surprised that thiy
matter was not mentioned by the Premier,
beeause it is one of vital importance.

The Premier: That will not be touched by
this committee of inquiry.

Captain - CARTFER: This committee will
Pave an opportunity to prepare the case for
Western  Australia, and for that reason 1
favour its appointment. 'This is a most
serious matter, affecting a sum approximating
half a million a year. If members multiply
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the per capita grant or 29s. by the sum total
of our population, they will find that it
works out roughly at half a million pounds.
If a reduction is made—I do not think that
any reduction ought to be made—it will
prove a serious blow to our financial posi-
tion. If this committee does nothing eclse
t]_lan prepare the case in defence of our
situation finaneially and the proposed inroad
upon our income from the Federal source, its
appointment will have been justified. I have
pleasure in supporting the motion, and I hope
the committee will be very thorough in its
investigations.

Question put and passed.

Message to the Council,

On motion by Mr. Angelo resolved: ¢‘That
the resolution be transmitted by message to
the Legislative Council and its coneurrence
desired thercin.?’

fTouse adjowrned at 10.15 7M.

Legislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 15th September, 1921,

PaoB

Questlons: Statc Savings Banok and Commgpn-
wealth e 778
_ Railways and Feeder roads ... 777
Bills: Public Works Committee, 18. e 177
Inapection of Machinery Act Amendment, 3, 977
Adminlstration Aet, 3g. e 777
Wheat Marketing, 2g. ... 7
Factorles and Shops Act Amendment, 28, 806

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
r.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE SAVINGE BANK,
AXND COMMONWEALTH,

Alr. MacCallum SMTTH asked the Ire-
mier: 1, Have there heen any negmotiations
for the handing over of the State Savings
Bank to the Commonwenith Bunk? 2, If S0,
hiow far have the negotiations proceeded? 3,
What is fhe Government policy in regard to
the future of the Savings Bank?

The PREMIER repied:
te time over many years. 2, Nothing definite
has ever been arrived at, Parliament would
he immediately informed should any change
be contemplated.

1, Yes, from timo



